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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Shastly will be publiſh'd, 

of A farther vindication of the church of Eng. 
land from the Charge of Arminianiſm : in op- 
ö i poſition to the C wils and Aſperſions of the Rev, 
* 2 vhs Se 8 


Soc. 4. 


a „Alſo, * 
More Murk for Mr. Joby we : 
F- or, 
a full Refutaridlfiot k his late printed Paper, en- 
titled, . 7. be proved.” 
*- Both by Mr. eren, 
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SERMON I. and II. 


| JESUS ſeen of AnceLs. 
a 


Herein is Love: not that we loved God, 
but that her loved us; and ſent his Son % . 


: to be the Propitiation for our ſing, 
t ohn r Iv. 10. 
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ITHIN the Compaſs of this ſingle 

Verſe, St. Paul comprizes ſeveral. Een 9 
fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian 3 
Faich. The whole Paſſage, ſo far as it extegds, = 
may be conſidered as a lite Syſtem of divinity 1 
and literally deſerves the name of the e _— 
Creed. And ſuch Compendiums as This, of + 

- * which there are many in Holy $ ka + ſeem e 
have given the firſt Hint, at leit N. Primi- - <A 
tive Churches, of declaring their F o 
Jeſus and His Goſpel, in ſet Formularys and Con- IN 
* of Faith. 
- Indeed, the Apoſtle himſelf appears bo inilmate 5 

:. ſornethiighy of this Kind, when, writing to the R. 
PY hag n Heart, Mc „ 


| $325»: In allufion, either to ſoftened Wax, which im- 


"mM [ 4 3 
mitted to that Mold Ur Model of Dofirine, into which | 
Je were delivered“. So, likewiſe, in his SecondEpiſtle | 
| A2 to N 


5 Ron. vi. 17. "(xrnzoals t 1 dat 116 '0y wacdebeh TuToy Ting © 


plicitly admits the Impreſſion of the Stamp; or to Metals, re- 
ditced to a State of Fuſibility, which aſſimilate themſelves to 
the Figure of the Mold, into which they are caſt. The acute 
and learned Author of The Confeſſional ſeems very unwilling 
toadmit the Probability of St. Paul's referring to any fixed 4 
Formulary of Doctrine, either in the Paſſage laſt cited, or in 
the corre dent ones of 1 Tim. iv. 6. 1 Tim. vi. 3. and 
2 Tim. i. I Let us hear this able Writer ſpeak for Himſelf. 
* The Greek Words, in theſe ſeveral Paſſages which are /up- | 
« o/ed to fignify this Standard or fixed Formulary, run thus > 
4 Tor®- dan Ter, "ſito N — Aſo 10s 
a Kg GANG dd ⁴ ! T icons; . e T8 xvers daun Inc 
me , *% n XAT evTeCuay Nh ena⁰¹. Now, when a capable 
* 1 unprej udiced Reader gonſiders the Yariety of Expreſſion, 
<« in theſe ſeveral Paſſages, bo will probably be inclined to wa 
40 this, that a fixed Formulary of Doctrine is the laſt Thing r 
« a plain Man would look for in them. A fixed Formulary» © v2 18 1 
4c one would think, ſhould have a fixed Title. Nor is it at "i | | | 
& all probable, halle and the ſame Form of Words ſhould 9 
&« be deſcribed, in Terms, which may denote an Hundred IL | 
different Forms.” Confeſſional, p. 95, 96. 3d Edit. 
1. It matters very little, whether the Apoſtolic F ormularys, | 
delivered to different Perſons, were, Hllabically und werbatim,, * 


one and the ſame, or not. Their being materially, and ſub- # 1}. * 


to ſecure the Point aimed at, viz: * Und Doctrine. The 
OE Faricty of Tities, —_— aſkgned' to © fixed Formularys 


ſtantially the ſame, as to their Sex/e. and 193 "e» was ſuſhcient 3 | F 


9 1 


. ; , \ * 

to Timothy, he thus directs chat young Divine ; 23 6 
| Hold Tal the Form oY Sound Wards, which thou haſt _ 
4 8k 1 beard 5 


* 
1 * Such there — to have Hh is, in nan Ob- 

| ; jection to the Doctrinal Unity of the Formularys themſelves, 
ſuppoſing them to have been ever ſo numerous. But, 2. after 


all, there is no neceſſity for admitting even a verbal Diverfiry 
of Apoſtolic Standards; at leaſt of Thoſe drawn up by one 
and the ſame Apoitle. Thoſe,” for Inſtance, given by St. 
Paul, were, in all Probability, not only materially,” but 
verbally, alike. Whoever conſiders this Apoſtle's ; maſterly 
Command of the Copious Language, in whi e wrete ; 
will hardly” I ſhould imagine, be ſurprized it the Pariety 
of ' Titles, given, in different Parts of his Epiſtles, to, 
perhaps, one and the ſame Summary? eſpecially, as thoſe various 
Titles are all co- incident in Senſe, and, one as well as another, 
ſtrictly compatible to a fixed Apoſtolic Formulary. Thus. 
* for Example, the XXXIX Articles of the Church of En ld 
1 8 may be termed (I mean, by the Few who belicy m) * . 
q N 3 Tir. dans, Troruomeig voſrenrrorluy Aoywy, A0 1 ue, Ec · * 
* 5 and yet remain the ſame identical e * this 
. rb rie. en 8 
s [8 But the Confeſionalift is inclined; to believe, that, in 
. Kom. vi. 156 rr. Nane is, in partfeular, a Phraſe. © An- 8 
1 ; % $0LUTELY UNINTELLIGIBLE,” if not referred to the 
48 Exanplification of the Chriſtian Doctrine, in the Prafice 
3 „ of pious Believers.” If, however, we read the Apoſtle :e 
3 WMords, through the Medium of the Metaphor to which he % 
1 *. (Think, plainly) alludes; the ab/olute unintelligibiliyc, of * 
ne which the learned Writer ſeems apprebenfive, vaniſhes at 
| once: and a & ariſes (not very favorable, indeed, to the . 
- main Hypotheſis bf the Confſional, but) * itſelf, ere 
| "70 In . 1 EN LP. . . 2 | in Wo ol 
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Teard of Mx Þ: where the e dend. ,. 
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Le. the Copy, Pattern, or Outline of Seund Doc- 


A 


trines, 
in it's Deduction, and very intelligible by All. A Senſe, too, 


which is, at leaſt, extremely probable to have been has che elo- 


quent Apoſtle intended to convey ; as his admirable Compo- | 
fitions very frequently derive both Ornament, Strength, and 
Perſpicuity, from the Adhibition of Iuagery and Allufion: in 
which he greatly dealt, and as greatly excelled.— have tbe 
Satisfaction to find my Argument confirmed, by the Suffrage 
of a very reſpectable Commentator, whoſe Learning no Man, 


I believe, who has any Learning himſelf, will venture to con - 


teſt, He obſerves, that The word Y, which is the 
& ſame wit! here, is uſed, by the Jewiſh Writers, for 
« a Form, Copy, or Exemplar, of any Sort of Writings.” Dr. 
Gir on Nom. vi. 179. Every one knows that even our 
£ommen Lexicons interpret ur by Formula, Norma, Iuſli- 


tutum.—$CAPULA, particularly, intimates, that uus · ſome- - 
times lignifys « Compendium: for which he cites That Paſſage 


of Aniftotle, rung v ans; an hure Jo. and this of Theophrafth 


3 TU» g are 4751,—1 ſhould extend this Note heyoud all : 


* reaſongliſſe Bounds, were I to perſus the Argument farther. 


I ſhall, thefore, only add, that the very particular Notice, 


which the Author of 7 i Confeſtonal has condeſcended to take 
of me, for ſome Pages together, in the laſt Egi:ion of his 


celebrated Work ; above all, the Charge of flagrant Jecor- 
Meng with myſelf, in my Defence of Sub/criprion to fixed 


* Formulerys ; have brought me pretty deeply into this Writer's 


Debt: and, if my many Avocations will give me leave, 1 | 
deſign to embrace the fiſt opportunity of, coolly and reſpeRt- 
fully, balancing Accounts with this able Combatant of Creeds ; 


* I e _ ; 


whoſe Talents I revere, at the ſame time 
Wie, 3 
0 2 Tim, 1. * 


to refer ta ſome Elementary Sketch, or ame 6. 
Principles, previouſly giyen to Timothy, as a ule 


publicly deliver as a Preacher. So very far arty 


determinate | Plan of Noctrine, deduced from the 


1 
jrines, mentioned by the Apoſtle, gb 


by which to procede, in the Doctrines be ſhould 


what have ſince been called, Creeds and Articles 


of Faith, from being contrary, as. Such, either 


to the Letter, or to the Spirit, of the Goſpel,.. . 

The Expedience, Propricty, and even. Necgſſity - 
of Theſe, appear, among other Conſiderations, 
from hence; that, without ſame given Model, or 


Sacred Scriptures, it will be impaſſible, either 


for Miniſters or People, to form fuſt and con- 


need Ideas of Divine Things. Unleſs the Eearls, 
which are ſcattered at large in the Goſpel- Field, .. 


be marſhalled into ſome Kind of Order, and e- * 


duced i into a regular hain; we can nevgs preach, 
as the A poſtle directs, accer ding ta the Atalogy # 
the Faith : i. e. in exact Agreement with that 
nice Connefion and mutual Relation, which the 


ſeveral diſtinct Doctrines of Faith have in com: 
mon with each other; ſoas to make, of the Whole, * 


one conſiſtent, uniform, unclaſhing Syſtem : 6 
like an Inſtrument of Muſic, in perfect Tune. : 
_ without one diſcordant. String; or, like a con- 
e . whercin every Stroke is cor- _ 
| i e 
: A K N NES 


— 
2 * 1 
— 

Pr. . 


i relative, and Symmetry and juſt Proportion reign 
1 throughout. Such is the Picture of Chriſtianity, 


drawn, by St. Paul, in the Verſe before us. A 

| Miniature Piece, indeed, it is; but the Deſign is 

* + happy, and the Finiſhing maſterly. The firſt 
Sentence may ſtand as a Motto to the whole : 
Without Controverſy, great is the Myſtery of Godli- 

_ neſs. More literally, The Myſtery of Religion is 
_ eonfe ſedy great. Where, by Godlineſs, or Re- 
Aion, are evidently meant, the diſtinguiſhing 
Do#rines of Chriſtianity ; and, by Myſtery, the 
Obſcurity, or Inconprebenfibility, with which thoſe 
Truths are more or leſs attended, during man's 
preſent benighted State below.—I explain the 
"'» Term, myſterious, by incomprebenfible ; ; becauſe, 
og properly ſpeaking, "the Myſteriouſneſs of Divine 

bs Objects does not ſo much ariſe from the Nature of 
the Objttts themſelves, as; rom our Inability to 


b- 3 comptehend them, The Darkneſs i is in Us, not 
in Them. is the Imperfeion of Human Reaſon, 
_ = both as to Light, Capacity, and Strength, which 


=” * gives Birth to Myſterys, Thus many Things, 


2 to GOD, clearer than Meridian Day. 


unfathomable by Men, are ſelf-evident | to Angels : | 
aland Things till more obſcure, in whoſe Con- 
Wa f templation even Angels would loſe their Depth, 9 


In direct Oppoſition * to Scripture and 75 
Hy 75 Denne 3h 


40 


ll Common Senſe, there are Writers, who make 
no Scruple to aſſert, roundly, that Chriftianity is 
1 NOT nyſtericus: and that, whatever Doctrines 
, c are involved in myſtery, ought, for that very 6. 
L « Reaſon, to be rejected as falſe.” If we admit — 


this, we muſt, to be con/iftently complaiſant, re- 
nounce our Senſes, as well as our Faith, and 
throw Philoſophy into the ſame Grave with 
Chriſtianity. For, are net the Myſterys of Na- 
ture, no leſs than thoſe of GRACE, confeſſedly 
great ? Did that Philoſopher ever live, who knew 
the real Texture, and could explain all the pro- 
pertys, even of a Single Atom that floats in Air, 
or a Particle of Sand upon the Sea- Shore? And 
yet, to deny the Exiſtence of theſe Bodys, merely 
becauſe we know not what they are, nor how they 
exiſt, were Madneſs outright. Every Obje& chat? 
ſurrounds us, even thoſe with which we are ex- 
| perimentally converſant, defeat our maſt labored” 
if . Reſearches, and laugh our Penetration fo ſcorn, 
If, then, there is more comprized in the moſt in- 
Perior and familiar Inſtances of Divine Wiſdom, * _ 
| than, perhaps, Philoſophy will be able to eluci- 
date while the World remains; why ſhould we "1: 
| ſtart, at being told, from Scripture, that Great i is * 
- the Myſtery of Godlineſs ? Sifely 20 Reaſon itſelf + WER 
1 HEE will acknowledge, that ſo far from not being my > Ky | 
deerious at all, Things _—_— and TH muſt, . 
TJ 
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L 10 1 
gem the tranſcendent Supetiority- of their very 
Nature, be abundantly mots myſterious than the 
Objects of Senſe. The higher we go, the ſtronger 
this Obſervation binds. In the Scale of Beings, 
the farther our Contemplation aſcends, the more 
muſt our Difficulty of Comprehenſion increaſe. 
Master, both in Itſelf and in its various Modifi- 
cations, is inexplicably myſterious : the Nature of 
Semir, whether Human or Angelic, is more my- 
ſterious ſtill: and GOP, the Infinite, Uncreated 
Spirit is moſt myſterious of all F. 
If the faſhionable Maxim be true, that Our 
« Faigh ſhould go no farther than the clearneſs of 
„ our Ideas; i. e. in other words, if all My- 
fers are to be caſhiered and expunged without 


m * Mercy; we have nothing to do, but to commence 


* Infidels and Madmen at once. We muſt, by 
Parity of Argument, deny the Exiſtence of every 
| Object whhrever, | in the whole Compaſs of Nature, 
by becaule* there i is not a lingle Object which we per- 
fectly 


''S * Some 40 Eviftetus Scholars obſerved to WR Phaloſo. 
my that He had told them many excellent Things con- 
cct:ꝝrning GOD; but that ſtill they could not comprehend His 
Nature. To Win the admirable Stoic is ſaid to have anſwered, 
$i omnind ego Dꝛuu declararem, wel ego Deus efſem, wel Ille 
Deus non foret: i.e. Were I able fally to ſet forth GOD, 
I muſt either be God myſelf, or GOD Himſelf mult ceaſe to 


de ſo.” See ARROWSMITH' 5 Chain of Pr, Pe 11. 


34 „ 
fectly underſtand. We muſt deny the Being of a 
Deity, beeauſe our Reaſon is at a loſs to explain 
| his Eſſence and Manner of Operation. We muft 
. deny our own Exiſtence, becauſe we are ignorant 
| both of the Particles whereof our Bodys are com- 
4 poſed, and of the Nature of that Soul by which the 

| human Body is actuated. In ſhort, reſolve to believe 

no Myſterys, and you virtually reſolve to believe 

3 28 nothing at all: for every Thing is myſterious, in 
a greater or leſs Degree, from the higheſt Arch-. 
Angel, down to the moſt imperceptible Animal- 
cule ; and from the Sun in the Firmament, down 
to the minuteſt Particle of Matter. The very 
Terms, which Philoſophy is forced to make Uſe 
of, prove the Scantineſs of that rational Cordage, 
which, unable to ſound a Drop of common Water, 
would madly preſume to fathom Infinity. What, 
for Inſtance, is Attraction ? What is Repulfcn? 
Names for certain Effedss, of whoſe real Cauſe, | 
we are, in the main, as utterly ignorant, as the FI. 
Boy that holds the Plough, or as the "= 4 en 4 | 
, directs the Team. | „ 
In the front of Religious My fterys, St. Pad 
places the miraculous and Supernatural Incarna- ji 
tion of Jet Chriſt. GOD was ene ed in 
80 the Fleſo: GOD the Sog who, in the Cove. 
nant of Redemption, had taken upon Him to de- 
_ Man; became Man, to 3 dus TOR; _ 


* 


5 * 


| [ 12 ] 


liverance. The Truth if His Divinity is demon- 
ſtrable from the whole Current of Scri pture : and 
the Truth of His Humen Nature, or the Reality of 
His Manifeſtation in the Fleſh, is evident, from 
His having been liable, in general, to the Sinleſs 
infirmitys incident to Men. He ſept ; He ſhed 


Tears; He experienced Hunger, Thirſt, and 


Wearineſs; He was acquainted with Pain of 
Body, and Diſtreſs of Mind. In One Reſpect, 


Indeed, He ſeems to have been exempted from 
common Lot of other Human Beings: we no where 


find, to the beſt of my Remembrance, that He 


ever, ſo much as once, experienced any Attack | 


of Sickneſs or Diſeaſe ||. The Reaſon of this ex- 


pt traordinary Circumſtance was, no doubt, owing 
do the inleſs Formation of His Humanity, by the 


immediate Operation of the Holy Ghoſt. Sin 


was That which introduced every Kind of _ 


into the human Syſtem ; and Diſeaſe, among the 
reſt, But, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, was formed 


| and conceived totally without Stain. Hence He 
Vas. like our firſt Parents before the Fall, natu- 
«. Tall immortal: nor r could He have dyed, had He 


Ces + 


It is, indeed, deeltted that Hnſelf took our Inſirmig 9, 


and} bore eur Sicintſſes, Matth. vill, 17. meaning. I ſuppoſe, 
the Sins of 'his' People; thoſe moral n which * 


' fat bore away + 7 rag 071 © a 5 the r 5 


— * 8 by = ww 
A 4 


= 2 "Þ 08; 1 
| ot, by an A& of gracious Suſception, taken the 
Wii of Men upon Himſelf, and -become re- 
ſponſible, to Divine Juſtice, for the utmoſt Pay- 
ment of their penal Debt. And, even under 
thoſe Circumſtances, we read, that His Death, 


though violent, was voluntary. His Reſignation 


£ of Life is conſtantly repreſented; in Scripture, as 
1 His own Ad and Deed. F. or, excluſively of his of * a 
an. þ Union with the Second Perſon in the Godhead; FA 
j His abſolute Freedom from Sin would, of, itſelf, 


have been a certain Security from the Poſſibility 
of Dying.—Hence, the Evangeliſts expreſs them- 
ſelves thus; «me v m,, He diſmiſſed, or let go 
His Spirir, Matthew xxvii. £0, TmagiJuxmt To True, 
He re/igned, delivered up, or made a Surrender of 
His Spirit, John xix. 30. St, Mark's and St. 
Lale S t, taken in Connection with John x.18. 
evidently carrys the ſame Import. OE? pt fag 
„ As Chriſt was manifeſted in the Fleſh, 80 was 
h 9 | He Fuſtifyed in the Spirit: not only ;ufifyed as to 
4 . the Divinity of his Perſon and Miſſion, and pygyed 

| | to be the Son of GOD by the Miracles hic He, 
77 bh wrought in Conjunction * gyith the Holy Spirit MM. 
T but, likewiſe, Spiritualiy 7u/tifyed, by GOD the 
Father, from all thoſe Sins, which, as the dying 
Surety of his People, He liaffſaken upon Him- 
{elf to expiate. He was thus ſpiritually or my 
WE. B 2 + ically 


* * 4 1» 3 
r 
* uh * 3 T ag » a 
J. ute xi. 20.  _— 
* : £ , 4 * 


| L 14 ] 
ſtically ah d, and received His open Diſcharges, 
as a Sin-bearing and Sin-atoning Savior, when 
he was raiſed from the Dead, and releaſed from the 
Priſon of the Tomb: when the Sun of Rightecuſ- 
neſs emerged from his ſad, but ſhort Eclipſe 
and roſe, to ſet no more: | 
* He was, moreover, ſeen of Angels: ſeen, with 
Joy and Adoration, by the Angels that never fell; 
ſeen, with Envy and Diſmay, and acknowledged 
with Reluctance, by the apoſtate Spirits, «who 
kept not their firſs Eſtate.— The Apoſtle adds, 
that He was preached. unto the Gentiles : Preached 
under his two-fold Character of GOD and Mtpi- 
F Aron; preached as the only Sacrifice for Sin, and 
* 4 as the everlaſting Righteouſneſs of believing Sin- 
nets: preached, by all his faithful Miniſters, in 
every Age, as well under the Legal, as under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation. And he will ſtill be 
preached, to the End of Time, as long as there 
5 one Elect Sinner uncalled, and till all the 
Vela of Mercy are brought to the ſaving 
* yy provieWge and Love of Himſelf. | 
ln Conſequenee of heing thus preache i unto the 
7 * Gentiles, He is, and will continue to be, Believed 
12 1 in :he IVerld. The Holy Spirit makes, and 
„ei perfiit to ma the Preaching of Chriſt 
Ciucifyed, the grand Chanhel of His Converting, + 
Power, © Phariſees, Convinced of wi” hall be 
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" +Giflodfed' from Reliance of their owngwotks, and 2 
ſeek to "Jeſus for Righteouſneſs and Strengths 
Hell-deferving Offenders, who once ſaw ns 
Comelineſs in Chriſt, but, perhaps, blaſphemed 
his Name, deſpized His Croſs, and trod all His 
Commandments under their Feet; pierced with 
the keen, but ſalutary Arrow of penitential An- 
guiſh, and melted down by effectual Grage ; Hall 
look, for Salvation, 1 Him whom they hab pierced, 
a | and mourn, in the Bitterneſs of their Souls, as ne 
| _ that mourneth for his Firſt-born. All His Peogle, 
throughout the World, ſhall believe in Him: 
ſome with an aſured, ſome with a faltering Faith, 
but they ſhall All Zelieve: juſt as, when the # 4 
Iſraelites were wounded by the flying Serpents in * 
the Wilderneſs, ſome looked, to the noo 
Image, ftedfaftly; others, feebly : ſome had a full, 
near, and diſtin View of the elevated Remedy, 
others had a diſtant, imperfe, confuſed Sight of | 
itz and many, perhaps, could but juſt raiſe their 
Eyes toward the Object, and hardly caught 2 2; 
Glimpſe of it : yet they all /zoked, after ſome R 
or other; and All, whatdid, were healed. 
all the People of Chriſt reach forward towards * 
1 His Righteouſaeſs; ſome with a ſtrong, ſome wich , 
Fj ' 2 tremblins Hand, but they hall Z// graſp ar it, 29 
and Alt urter this Prayer (a Prayer, Which wa : 3 


7 2 


” 
"4 
: 
8 = 
7 
7 
— 
4 


\ 


Na own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, but 
" the Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith !— 
They, who thus believe, are carefull to adorn 
| * 5. 8 Do#rine of GOD their Savior in all T, hings: 

The Holy Spirit gives Faith, from Faith, 
be ha Helineſs; and the End of Both is ever- 
laſting Life. The entire Myſtic Body of Cazrsr, 
wil | the whole Election of Grace, ſhall, like their 
1 umphant Lord, when their Warfare is accom- 
. *  plithed, be Received up into Glory. 

_ But what I chiefly intend, at preſent, is, to 
cconſider That particular Clauſe of this Verſe, 
„ fs aſſerts, that - Jeſus was Seen of Angels. 
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to underſtand the Ele + Angels ; who, being 
ordained to Glory, were immutably confirmed in 
Holineſs, nor revolted from the Dignity and 
Bleſſedneſs in which they were created. I heſe 
Lech pe Son of G00, long before His Incarna- 
1 tion. They beheld Him in the Fullneſs of his 
4 Wa * Anäzite and eſſential Glory, which He had, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, before all Worlds. 
_— "an lis prebeble, from Scripture, that Angels 
E , were the Firſt-fruitsggf GOD's Creating Power, 
and called. into Exiſtence, before any Thing elſe 


* | Was 
| | t Zim. v. 21. te | 


_ — — et — — ———: * = 


never, nor ever can be, breathed from a graceleſt, 
* Heart), O let me be found in THEE, not having 


By the Angels, here mentioned, we are chiefly - 


2 


g Fade : and it is C 0 
Hat the Second Perſon wt the T * 
wards manifeſted in the Fleſh, vas the Creator . # + 
of all the Angelic Hoſts. Hence it follows, that 
He was ſeen of them, immedarcly upon their 
Creation: ö they were no ſooner ſummonel ig int „ of 
Being, than they ſa Him, al na adored. 1 * 
Angels were his firſt Workmanſbip, their Bli 


2 


15 


wy 


began with the Sigheghf HIM, and their i Em- 
ploy was Praiſe. Thus they ſaw Him, thus 
loved, and thus they worſhipped ; *rill be 4 
meſs of Time was Com, when the Antient of Days 
became an Infant of Days, and GOD the Son 
Was found in Faſhion as a Man, When that 
Bleſſed. Perſon enter on His State of es, «* 
Humiliation, Angels viewed, and wondered: 
wondered to' ſee” the Object of their Adoration * | 
made, for a Time, lower than them 1ſebves : They % 
beheld Him, at Berbleben, a N wrapt in | I 8 
Swat hes, ©” 5 
"IM When His Wirth pcs Was a Stable, ** 
= 2M And His Jofteſt Bed Was Hay. 9. 3 
; Though 
2 . li. 1 Beauy Th, either or 4 8 pile, or * oy 0 ; * | 
a very ſmall Degree-- it i is properly oken of Men, inde F | 
finitely; but Held ſtrictly true, even as accomodated to Dy 
8 Hillifelf, | * 
38 Abr. Warr. | 
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ou hy ſorrqundiog Cattle. were | 
Gants Ig the Idfant Meſſiah and Ba. 
. np ; though, in all outward- Appearance, 
6 * K 8 abe e Savior was, from the very Moment 
E "of His Nativity forſaken, deſpized, and. rejefled * | 
of Mep; He way ill en and revered of Angel, @— 4 
Re horch af the Unreggemed b bowed the Knee, 83 
und Umfallen Spirits ſung, in that | nominiou® ON 
Place, where Horſes fed, ] Oxen hea. The + 
. of GOD Incarnatl conſecrated the Stable | 
# . a Temple of Glory; and ennobled the Manger, © 
re He flumbered, into 3 T brone of Grace. ; 
Such did that humble! Reſſ nce appeat, * 
in the Eyes of thoſe Exalted Bei ings, who, like 8 
* Him that made them, Seſſnot as Man ſeeth. 8 2 
q If we trace the Adorable Mediator, from In- 
fancy, to a State of Youth ; we ſhall find Him 
buſyed in following the Occupation of Joſepb, 
His reputed Father. Tis recorded, in the 
Goſpel that the Jews ſaid, concerning Him, | 
| Ts. mot This the CARPENTER; the Son of Mary? 
Thus, He, who laid the Foundations of the 
Farb, and, by His excellent Viſdom, made the 


> Heavens; He, who ſhakes the Syſtem He hath « | 

+. made, and ihe Pillars ws. 44 tremble; who Jpeaketh 
to the Sun, and it Jhineth not, and ſealerh up the * 
| | Stars; Den He diſdained not to * a Mark of A * 
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2 bet 5 1 * 
1 r Varga l 
e pen. © There EE 
Foe They aw Him laboriöufy 15 
itazally experiencing the Truth of 5 r 
125 denoũhetd ſobn after the 1 r 
4 F bis Brow Mn fhould e Brea. 2 
2 indeed, find that Cnkisr bog v 2 
n, ifs He ec zenced a Preacher. + * | 
| obſevable Change of: Conduct was defignegy 
$, to teach us, That they who preach ” 
Ala lot ie Goſpel; and, detaching ,, 
* Genes from evly unneceſſary Aviiadog; 4 
_ Wis ehbic Time and Abilitys, as far as 3 ü 
to che Dutys of their High Calling. '» an 
mY Though the Bleſſed Jeſus was ele and | D 
born, without Omi! Sin; though He, mores mores - 5 
- ove, lived perfectly exempt from the remotelE - 
Satow of a2#447 Tranſgreſſion; ſtill, He vouch». 
fafed to ſtamp dhe higheſt Authority on the Laber 
N Typical Regewration, by His own: oY 
Submiffion to he: Ordinance of Baptiſm. He 
would not enter on the Exerciſe of His Publ 
2 ibi, till He din beep, ſolemnly and openly, . 
2, deppted tc tht viflble Schyice of GOD.—Might S.. a 
Me; likewiſe, have dnothiwand ſtill he, oy 9 * 
'* _ view; in Efie kondeſcending Suſceptian of this” * 1 
. — e ems. ow. 0 ” 2 
K ä 


WI t the Idea of preyious Defflemes 
ers: rough to the Ba tiſmal Font, 
ee er as à Sinner. ark the whole cere- 
N 18 2 f ſolemn recognition of Human Guilt, as 


a 4 - * uh 7 in which Pardon and Santiification a 
ics even by the Effuſion of the Mefliah's' 


4 Sein +: Now, if Baptiſm. be. confeſſedly, an 


tame HE to divide the Waves of Jordan, who 
Mas infinitely Holy, as GOD, and immaculately 
righteous, as Man ? Probably, becauſe He Wag 
made Sin for Us s. Ina Way of Imputation, the 
Lord leid on Hig the Tuiquity of All His People + 


mercifull Office He had aſſumed: Hence, though 
abſolutely ſinleſs, He was Baptixed as a Sinner. 
And this practical Declaration of His Atoning 
_ Character, was a part of that exterior Rzghteouſ- 
22ſs, which, as the Victim and Subſtitute of His 
Saints, it became Him to fullfllF.—On this great 
Occaſion, we read, that 4he Heavens were opened. 

f We are not, indeed, expreſſly told, that He was 


p * ; Reaſon, perhaps, Why the Mention of that Cir- 
5 cumſtance was omitted by the Evaggeliſts, might 


. =” 21. 4 aid Wi. 6. £5 Math. 1 


it AY 


ell, as ſtrikingly emblematical of the Hay * C 


| S the Hallowing Agency of His Blefied 


+ þ Acknowledgement of bumangter/u/lneſs ; How + 


And Jeſus was not aſhamed, publicly to avow the 1 


Seen of Angels; though, no Doubt, He was. The 


IT 44 
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ow 1 bs e ER Pzxgonacus? 2 ig ity 15 Fr 
i. ſuperior to That of Angels, coriflituted” - _ 
4 © crowned the Grandeur of the Stene, The das Pe 4 
k ＋ » + lafting FATHER. and the Uncfeated SBIgT * 9 &. 4 
KK gave ſenſible Manifeſtatiofs of Their immediiic 
TY Preſence ;. while the Co-equal SN, unde 
E. a Likeneſs of finful Fleſh, parted the myſtic Stream,” - 
| | —Angebs, who; juſt before, admire®ro che 9 
* 4. blameleſs IMNMANVEL Baptized ſuddenly ex- * r 2 
2 changed their Admiration, for adoring Awe, and - 
= 6 - wrapt their proſtrate Faces i their Wings, when 
fi the FaTHER (ALMIGHTY deigned, audibly, to 
teſtify His Complaceney i in the Perſon and Prieſt- 
bod of His Incarnate Sow ; and the coœeternall 
Svpiair bowed the Heavens and came down, not in 
the Form, but ("won nigirtga,) after the Manner, of n | 
a Dove: with a Bentle, gradual, hovering De. * 4 
. ſcent. Well might Anzels be thrown, as it were, | | 
1 into Shades, by the Silence of the Sacred Hiſtorians, | 
For, what are Angels, when compared with GOD! © 
*evandid Stars, eclipſed and loſt, amid . A 
leſs, overwhelming Blaze of Day. © . 
Shortly after, He was ſern of Angels, when -* 
72 aſſailed in the Wilderneſs, by the Enemy of 600 
* and Man. They ſtood by, not to give the 
Meſſiah their Afiftance, for He needed none : but. 
ſimply, as Spectators of His Conflict, and Wit 
| = of _ Cot, As they had, * 
| Aa 2 „ N 


2 


7 


. relaxing __ Jssus Cnaisr the oy 4 1 
4 "2 Arg He had fought the good Fight, and had TH "8 * 1 
5 4 0 foiled the Tempter, we read that Se 5 
n ered unto Him: but not before. | 
1 emptation,” lays an uſefull Writer & 65 is, 
112 « khg F ire that brings up the Scum of the Heart. 
a * * The Corrupt Heart reſembles an Ant's Neſt, 
1 0 on which, while the Stone lyeth, none of them 
F appear: but, take off That, and ſtir them win. 
*. only the Point of a Straw ; what a ſwarm is,” 

+ there, and how lively. they are! Juſt; ſuch. . > 

„ Sight, O Man, would thy Heart afford thee, 1 
& did the Loxp but withdraw the Refrain: He. & 

& has laid upon it, and ſuffer Satap to ſtir; it up, © 1 
mY e by Temptation.“ Such is the Heart of Mang: 
"WM hut not ſuch was the Heart of (GTITY Though S. 1 
” + he was tempted in all Points, tempted. even to # # 
”  Tdolatry and Self-Murder, yet was. He totally, 

without bin]. He came forth, brighter, but 
not purer, from the Furnace : brighter, becauſe, 

Bis Graces were rendered more con{picuous, by 
. the fiery Tryal; but not purer, becauſe He had, 1 
no moral Droſs to loſe. When Satan tempted; - J 
Err, 'twas like ftriking Fire upon Tee, or uponi © - E 
"Fa Wave of the. * there * W N in His l, ® } 
1 111, 0505-0 $: Webs, hy 


{3 nh wks in his i Pata 7708 Man 2 
d U Ws. iv. 6, 2 9 Hebr. '% „ 
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t 3 . the pot vane © 
but every, Thing, that, could fit m quenchy p 
Ae All; che Adxerſarys Efforts: on 8 
Meſſiah's Integrity, ware like Arrams Mat at the * 4 
Firmament: or, as an excellent Perſonꝰ expreſſes, 
it, reſembled: . Lhe, Mptions of, a Serpent Og; = 
4 Rocks, where they, can make, no Impreſſion, 
. nor leave. the, leaſt Dent or rage. behindabemm 
Fs hut an, Us, they; are as the Frailingg. af 2 
* Sh < Serpent on Sand. or. Duſt: they make a Print. | 
| © and. leave. ſome Stain, on the, Imagination at 
N 0 leaſt, if not on the, Heart.” In every, Aſſault, 
Þ ö thereface, which we axe. called ta ſuſtain may 
1 we look, for Safety. and for Strength, to the 
- | Captaingf. our Salvation, who, in His own Perſon, 
1 raed, the Serpent's Head, and is able to fuccor 
3 , That, are tampied. And remember, O, -- | 
"Þ +  afaulted Chriſtian, to. thy, unſprakable Comfort, 5 
42 ' thar, thou ſhalt, in the End, he more than Conque-. = 
vor through Him that hath loved thee; As on, as 
5 Savior, was ſeen of Angels, when He quenghed the 
' fiery Darts of the Wicked One; ſo art thou ſeen of 
thy Savior, under alltby.Conflits and Diſtreſſts; e 
nor ſeen only, but ſ# upported and embraced; and, —_— 
apa eren thou, reg allo I ; 


1* 8 
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* 

* ö 
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by That Omnipotent Being, boſe neverfailing 


that Day on which he fell, is reported to have 
ſaid, * This Day, I ſhall be crowned either 
% with Laurel, or with Cypreſs” intimating, "his 
determined Reſolution, either to gain the Victor. 
or to loſe his Life. And his Life he accordingly * 
loſt. A Muſket Ball, from the Engliſh F ns} 1 
crowned, with Cypreſs, one of the ableſt Sea - 

Officers that ever fought. But *tis the e we 
Happineſs of the CHRISTIAN Warrior, to 
know aſſuredly, from God's inviolable Promiſe, , * 
that no Weapon, formed againſt the Heirs of Sal- 


vation, ſhall finally proſper or prevail. Whoever | \, |. 
is, by Saving Grace, enliſted under the Banner 
of the Croſs, may be certain, before he fights, - 4 


that he ſhall be crowned, not with Cypreſs, but. | 
with Laurels. Prior to his ſtriking a ſingle. Blow, + * 
he is Inſured, both as to Safety and Conquelty® 


* 
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Providence, as our Church adivirably expreſſes i it, 
orders a 3 7 1 both 1 in Heaven and ons oh 
| | Wben 1 


3 If ſo, an e may . If we are certain, be, 
| e of overcoming, farewell to all Diligence of our 
own: we may unbuckle our Armor, and fit down without 
fighting at all. This Cavil refutes itſelf. How can de 
furance, of Final Victory, ſuperſede the Neceſſity of one; 5 
ending, when Fighting is the only poſſible Means by which 
* FVifory can be gained ? Hiftory, both Sacred and profane, 
affords almoſt innumerable N >y that e even W * 
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1 . 
When the Son of Gop eommenced a Minifien 
Ee: the Goſpel, and delivered, to High and Low, 
1 in Seaſon and out of an. the Meſſage of Sal- 
JI: 3 vation; He was Seen and Heard of Angels. On 
'E | Some. Occaſions, they Saw the Heavenly Preaches 
o weep over his unfeeling Auditorys; and, on all 
Occaſions, heard Him declare the Counſel f 
GOD, as never Man ſpake till then. Thoſe 
Myſterys of Grace, which, at this very Day, 
Angels deſire to look deeper into; they learned from 
His bleſſed Lips: and bending Serarns derived 


" + Sublime Inſtruction from. thoſe matchleſs Dif- 
= 4 _ courſes which obdurate Men deſpized.—How 
I 7cautifull, upon the Mountains, were the Feet, i.e. 
r the Zeal and the Labors, of Him who brought 


dings, and publiſhed Peace ; between God 
d Sthners! Himſelf the Peace-maker, and the 
. Peace-revealer | How often did He, who came 

J ſeek and to ſave That which was loſt, conſecrate 4 
the Mountains of Judæa, by His on perſonal © 
Miniftrations ; 


bability of Conqueſt inſpirey an Army with Impetus and 
Vigor, next to invincible, Much more would an infallible 
Certainty of Succeſs, embolden even the Diffident, ſtimulate | 
the Indolent, and animate the Couragious with redoubled“ 
Ardor. How Wen, 5 is ĩt poſſible, that, in the Spiritual W 
| fare, Certainty of Conqueſt ſhould either depreſs the * 
or emaſeulate the Strong ? A 
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L 1 
"Minifirations ; and Gaute che Hills of the Eartbly 
Canaam tb echs with the ſwerteſt Notes of SALVE- 


7 Wow ny Gager; while Strass and Rocks, fe. 
Pons e, reverbernted the joyfull Sound ! Ek 
| - gels, hoveriig in mid Air, were his inviſibte 
. Diſeiples: and Elect Sinners, cohvefted by His 


| efficacious Call, were the viſible Seals of His 
+ MihiſtryO might the preſent Preachers of his 
| 


WW! 


Wos d catch 4 Ray of His ccleftial Arder, AdG 
=: His indefatigable Zeal, and imbrbe the Spirit of 
_ His Love? Happy They, who art enabled tv 
| | * imitate the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Sonls / an, ee 
ob, that more of Theſe were ſent forth into tlie 
Harveſt + Let, why de I wiſh for more? The 
| - Sovertigi Maſter of the Vineyard beſt knbws hn 

| He has to do. GOD hath, in every agggraifed - 
up a Number of Evangelical Miniſters, N - 4 

to anſwer his Purpoſes of Grace. Divine Wiſdori, 
, ee douby; proportions the Number of Goſpeb., .. 4 1 

Eaborers, to the extent of the Spiritual Harveſtt 

| He means to gather in. God's Elect People may 
| | de more, or fewer, in one Generation, than 
= another : and hence, at different Periods, Chri- 


ſtian Preachers multiply or decreaſe]: juſt a 
a ſkillful Huſbandman leſſens or enlarges: the | 
Number of his Reapers, according to the Quan- 
"Oy of Corn he wo cut. If 7 are ſufficient 

5 . ae 


In, 1 * 
** » 


© * 
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For the Hatveſt, he will not employ fry * 


an Hundred be requilige, an Hundred wh be 5 


forth. . 
In His ſecret Apihebitis, to GOD, was Jas 


ſeen of Anpels. They beheld, they more than 


beheld they felt, when, with ſtrong Crys and 
Tears, He poured out His Soul in private Prayer. 


Unembodyed Spirits, with admiring Sympathy, 


* thronged his devout retirements : and, though 


they ever burned with zeal for GOD, yet they 
caught additional Fervor from the agonizing Pe- 
"ritions of their Incarnate Creator, They lighted 
their Taper at His hallowed Fire. Liſtening | 
Angels grew more angelic; and Seraphs flew nen . 
to Heaven, more ſeraphic than they came: 


When every Eye, except His own, was cloſed 5 


in Sleep, oft would He withdraw to ſome deſo- 


late Mountain, or unftequented Field; and ſpend 
Whole Nights in Communion with GOD. » "Like 
the ſolitary, but melodious Nightingale, he 1 | 

treated from the Scenes of Hurry and Obſerva- 


tion, to ſend up the heavenly Breathings of His | 
inmoſt Soul, in undiverted Supplications and un- | 


_ moleſted Praiſe. At theſe Seaſons it 1 ras 


4 


as: Dr. Watts finely” fing ugs, 


400 


Cold a and the A Midnight . 2 
Vi ung d the Fervor of His Bray r. 


1 
* 2 


1 

ut. though unſeen of Men, the praying 
Mrssian was ſeen bf Angels, and ſeen of GOD. 
Not a Sigh that heaved the Mediator's Breaſt, nor 
a Groan He uttered, nor a Petition He advanced, 
but was noticed, accepted, and recorded in Hea- 
ven: and ſhall have it's full effect, in the Glory 
of His Father, and the Salvation of all His 
People. 

Oh, how unlike the Prayers of Cnxisr are the 
frozen, careleſs, languid, wandering, unfelt De- 
votions of Thoſe on Earth, who call themſelves 
His Diſciples! May He pour down upon us 
the Spirit of Grace and of Supplications. Then ſhall 
we feel the Importance of Divine Things, as He 


felt them. We ſhall walk, in ſome Meaſure, as 


* 


Jeſus walked; and pray, as Jeſus prayed, 
On the Mount of Transfiguration, prior to 


is laſt Sufferings, was He likewiſe ſeen of Angels. 
At humble Diſtance, they heard Him ſpeak with 
the glority'd Soul of Mos xs and the glorify'd Per. 


ſon of Er1jan, concerning His own Deceaſe which, 


; He was ſhortly to accompliſh at Feruſalem *. AS, 
in the ſinleſs Obedience of His Life, He had. 


perfectly fulfilled the Law, for the Juſtification 
of His myſtic Body, the Church; fo, by His 
1 Death, He was to fullkill the Pro- 


/ 


* wh * Luke i IX. 31. 


[ 29 ] 
phecys of old, and make Atonement for the Sins of 


the People before the Lord. Moſes, therefore, by 
whom the Law had been given; and Elijah, as 


Repreſentative of the Prophets ; left, for a while, 


their Thrones in Glory, to bear witneſs, ance 
more, to the Meſſiahſhip of Jeſus. On this Oc- 
caſion, Angels ſaw His human Nature brighten 
into Glory ſuperior to their's. An Earneſt and a 


Foretaſte of the Majeſty, with which He ſhould ' 


be inveſted, when His Sufferings, (then juſt at 
Hand) were accompliſhed : and of the Glory, 
which the Bodys of His Saints ſhall wear, when 
the Trump of GOD ſhall ſound, and the Reſurree- 
tion of the Fuſt take place. 
Let not Believers, like the miſtaken Diſciples 
who accompanyed their Lord at the Time of His 
Transfiguration, think to ſet up Tabernacles of 
Abode on the Mount of Divine Communion, - Jeſus 
mimſelf came down from the Mount; and was, 
ſoon after, 5 of Angels 1 in the Tony of Geth- 
x femane. . 

On that ſad, that blew | Night, olidh He was 
ſold and delivered into the Hands of finful Men; 
He retired, for the laſt Time before He ſuffered, 


Oliver. That Garden, to which He had oft Trons 
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x 


into the Garden at the Foot of the Mount or 


bertel both Alone, and with His Diſiples for 
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12 } 
the Purpoſes of ſecret Prayer, and religious Con- 


verſation. That Garden, in which He had en- 
joyed ſo many delightful Seaſons of Fellowſhip 


with GOD. That Garden, every Spot, perhaps, 


of whoſe diſtinguiſhed Ground had been conſe. 
erated by the Footſteps of a meditating, and the 
Knees of an adoring Savior. Vet Here, alas, were 
His dying Sorrows to begin. Angels, who. had, 
juſt before, ſeen Him inſtitute and celebrate the 
myſtic Supper, attended Him in His Laſt Re- 
treat to this once delightfull, but now tremen- 
dous Place. Well might a good Man ſay, All 
Places are happy, or. miſerable, in Proportion 
« as GOD vouchſafes or denys His gracious Pre- 
« ſence therein.” In Gethſemane, where Jeſus 
had ſo often experienced the raviſhing Conlola- 
tions of His heavenly Father's Countenance ; in 
this very Cethſemane, muſt the ſame bleed 
Jeſus experience the. farſt. Outpsurings of his Al- 
mighty. Father's Wrath. HERE it was, chat His 


righteous Soul became exceding ſerrouful, even 


unto Deatb. Hxxk it was, that the ſpotleſs. Victim 
began to feel che dreadfull Weight of Imputed ; 
Guilt, and the Terrors of avenging Juſtice, — 
When His inwird Agany forced. His very Blood 
from it's s Veins, which, th Way 1 
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1E 1 
His three · fold Veſture, and fell + clotted to the 
| Ground when HIMSELF 7 Jay WO on * 
. + Luke XX11. 44. Ard bis Seven 0 1 © hive and 
Drogs' of Blood falling down to the Ground: meaning, 13 ĩt 
| ſhould 'frem, that the Agony, our Lord was in, forced, at 
once, His Blood from it's finer V effek, and the Surat from all 
His Pores : which (the Sweat and the Blood) mingling in 
19 their Fall, were, by the extreme Coldneſs and Rigor of the 
| Weather, condenſed and frozen into ſolid Clots, before they 
reached the Ground. The Word ven, render'd as 7t were 
does not, I apprehend, import that real Blood did nor actually 
tranſude from His Body: but that it was not Blood alexc. 
Add to this, that, as Bengelius well obſerves, won relates, not 
to ule, but to Yoorbe v ra aw ovrre ; z and implys, as another 
t 4 Learned Foreigner obſerves, that, His Sweat was fo mixed. 
and di iſcolored with the concomitant Blood, as to reſemble, -in - 
at's united appearance, Mere Blood only.— Lale de Brupess 2 
the Critic laſt referred to, has a very valuable Note on the . 1 
Paſſage: Iilud, QU AST, nou kgnificat, birne non. fuſe verum 7 9 
Sanguinem, ſed non fuiſſe were Guttas Sanguinis, ſed Guttas 
aqueas migtas Janguine 3 3 quod etiam fiert pal. per Naturam 
Vim intus patientem, ac proinde per Poras Hicirntem vnd c 
Aqui Sanguinenss. Pr efertim ubi Corpas iff rutum RO 5 
1 s ſubrilis,” at in Cua is ro indubic nat. 
The Note of Bengelias is equal judieious: OgopCas, Gra- | (A 
mi, 4 Yerba, 5 1. e. Tl e * ade \Gutte Spi 77 
Concretæ veri i Sanguinis. | Vis Particulæ was cadit ſupen 
Seu, a ſuper alf, "wu pater ex Epithetd, ejuſpne piu. 8 
wall, YataCanolic. bangws per miner? Gama Puri WS 
Wl cvmoreſerbut' prob Copiane: di humor non. fuifſet lan- 3 
Wi Mentio Sanguinig plane ene ee 2 
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Earth, with His Garments literally rolYd in Blood; 
When, as the Surety of the Covenant, and as the 
Subſtitute of His People, He bore the Sins and 
carryed the Sorrows of the whole Believing World; 


When with the Names of His Myſtic Jrael upon 


His Heart, our Great High Prieſt, Jeſus, the Son 


and the Lamb of GOD fuſtained, intenſively, that 


Puniſhment for Sin, which muſt, otherwiſe, have 
been levyed, extenſively, on Sinners, to all 
Eternity; When he cryed, in the Bitterneſs of 
His Soul, Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs 
from me ;— He was ſeen, He was heard, He was 
deplored, of Angels. They joined with the agoniz- 
ing Petitioner : They united their Supplications 
with His: and the Prayers of Angels went up, 
for once, through the Hands of a Mediator. 


But it was NOT poſſible for the Cup to paſs | 


from Him. The Decree muſt be accompliſhed. 
The Covenant of Grace mult be fullflled. GOD's 


5 | P cople muſt be ſaved. The Savior, therefore, 


muſt Dye. Himſelf was ſenſible of This. Hence, 
a though, as Man, His Anguiſh induced Him to 


wiſh that, if Poſſible, He might drink no deeper 
> the penal Cup; yet, as Party to the Covenant 
of Redemption, He, in the. ſame Breath, con- 


_ to dyjnk the Dregs and wring themout : adding, 
ene wee "nod __ aliens ang n ens. 
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thy Son be ſpared : but if otherwiſe, if my Peo- 
ple muſt periſh, or thy Son be flain, O fave my 
People and ſlay thy Son.— Alternate Grief, and 
Wonder, heaved the celeſtial Boſoms of attend- 
ing Angels : Grief, at the Sufferings He endured; 

Wonder, at His Magnanimity of Love to Man: 
Love, which the many Waters of Divine Indig- 
nation could not quench, nor all the Fleods of Horror 


| and Anguiſh drown. 


nc. fave Him receive. the ini Kathe Bn: 


| which He was Betrayed. They ſaw Him arraigned 
at the Bar of the very Men, who were indebted, 


for their Creation, to the Word of His Power 
and who owed the Stations they bore, to tha 
Diſpoſals of His Providence. Angels heard, and 


ſhuddered at, the Sentence, by which He was 


condemned to Dye. They. ſaw Him mocked, 
and ſtruck, and clothed with inſulting Scarlet. 
He was ſeen of Angels, when He deigned to wear 
a Crown of Thorns. They beheld, and, if 
Angels can weep, they wept, when He was tyed 
to the Ignominious Pillar, and ſcourged with 
| Rods of knotted Wire; when, according to the 
Prediction of the Royal Prophet, The "4 
ploug hed upon His Back, and made long OO 
Angels ſaw, and Aſtoniſhment v in Hea 


when He bid not His Face from Shame and & 85. 8 
* , when, through the Extremity- E 3:5 


34 J 
Grief and Torture, _ Beauty conſumed. away, 
Ake ar it were a Moth fretting a Garment: When 
He could ſay, Thy Rebuke hath broken my Heart; . 
Ian full of Heavineſs : I looked | for ſome to take 
Pity on me, but there was none; Teither found 1 any 
to comfort me. The Man Cnnisr Jzsvs, being 
formed without Sin, and by the immediate Agenty 
of the HoLy GnosT ; was, doubtleſs, tranſcen- 
dently fair, and auguſtly beautifull. Herice His 
Humans Nature was compared to the Temple: a 
Structure eminently 'boly, and peculiarly elegant. ; 
. Prior to His Sufferings, He was, literally, Fairer 
dan ide Children of Men. It was not, till His 
_ boy Perſon had ben disfigured with Wounds, 
8 


| "ab weeping, and'on His Eyelids ſat the Shadow 
of Death , that He is faid to have had neither Form 
vor Comelineſs, but chat His Face was marred mire 
than any Man Fs and His Countenance than the, Sons 
oF — os 
Angels throng'd around the Majeſtic Sufferer, 
hen He was led forth to Crucifixion, as a Lamb 
to the Slaughter. They ſaw Him nailed to the 
Mpfirament of Death, after He had fainted beneath 
ts weight. And, had T'an Angels Tongue, 
$ I taguid nd gpd it impoffible to tell what Angels 
felt, when they heard Him groan, from the 


= 
— 5 
. 


. Exclamation | 


| "deep Receſſes of His agonizing Heart,” that 


1 43 3 
Fa, and to the uttermoſt Part of the Earth, —Aud 
now the Great High Prieft, Jesus the Son of Cod, 


is for paſſing into the Heavens. Having Glorify 


his Father on the Earth, and Finiſbd the Wark of 


His People's Salvation which had been given 


Him # do; He prepares to be glorify'd Him- 
ſelf, by participating, in His Human nature, as 
much as it can receive of that Glory, which, as a 
Divine Perſon, He had with the Father before the 
World was. But not *till, in Quality of King 
and Prieſt, He has, once more, ſolemnly, and 
authoritatively, Bleſed His Apoſtles and Diſci- 
ples, in His Father's name and in His own.— 


When Elijab was taken up into Heaven by the 


Miniſtry of Szxapns (ſublimely ſtyl'd, a Chariot 
and Horſes of Fire); the aſcending Prophet 
drop'd his Mantle on the plaintive Eliſha who 
was left below: with which precious Legacy, 


ExIisHA ſmate the waters of Jordan, ſo that they 


parted bither and thither, and Eliſha went over * 


on dry ground. So the Aſcending SAVIOR, 


Eljab's illuſtrious Anti- Type, entail'd His Ble 


| Ang , and bequeath'd His Mantle to the 
He left behind: The Mantle of His Rigbtemſ= 


neſs, and the Covering of His Spirit ; whet 
with His Saints are enabled to [mite the er 


72 Kings. 2. 


* 
* 9 
- bd . 
- - p ö 
> . 
* N 1 9 * 
| 
-2 = - - - 
— * $5 - ' 
” * „ 7 * - 
9 9 180 
As." ; f | : F 
. ">. ' 9 >. @* . 
* 9 „ . 
[4 0 \ 1 
- * . « C.% 6 » 4 . - — 
£ ny * b + 1 * 
a 4 SJ" 
«; « — 1 
. . " my 4 . * We . = L 0 4 I 
r ̃˙ —t . Re * * 


— 
: 
: 
1 
, 
I 
14 
: 
£ 
. 
12 
ö 
0 
a 
: 
4 


F OS I" 


* r 8 
— * 


y 
— L 
b * 
mY XY 
- m — 
— S 1 ” * „ 
n w 4 , » — £ 
N 4A „ 
— + F 
, 4. # „ 
— a” 
* p 
« . 


\ 


. 


af Affliction, Perſecution, Tepe ion, and 
Death itſelf. All which ſhall cleave in twain, * 
like a ſcroll that is rolled back, and leave a way 
for the Ranſongd of the Lord to 74 ſafely and 

- comfortably ober. 

This was, perhaps, the Tenor of the Bleſſing 
wherewith JESUS the Man of God, Himſelf both 
God and Man, Zleſſed his myſtic Iſrael, as He 
mounted to His Throne: And now I am no more 
in the World, but Theſe are in the World, and I 
come to Thee. Holy Father, keep, through thine 

oon Name, Thoſe whom thou haſt given me that 
they may be one, as We are: I in them, and Thou 
in Me, that They may be made | perfect in ane. 
Father, I will that Theſe, and Tbey alſo who 
Pall believe on me through their Word, be with ux 
where Jam, that they may bebold my Glory. I pray 
for Tnzm; I pray not for the World, but for Them 
whom Thou haſt given me: For Tn are bine. 
And it came to paſs, That W III E He bleſſed 
them, He was parted from them, and was carried 
into Heaven: Giving, it may be, as He 
* This parting Benediction to his Church 
collective, The Lord bleſs Thee and keep Thee; The 

Lord make His Face ſhine upon Thee and be gra- 

ious unte Thee; The Lord lift up His Cauntenante 
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* Luke 24, 51. As 1. 9. 
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«pon Thee, and give Thee Peace, Numb. 6. 24 
26. Thus did He put His name upon the Peo- 
ple of His Love, and bleſſed them... 

But where were the Angels all this while ? 
were They unactive, on ſo diſtinguiſh'd. an occa- 
ſion? Surely, no. He was ſeen of them, He 
was praiſed and waited on by them, when He 
aſcended up on high and. led Captivity Captive, 
All Heaven was in concert, above; and all the 
peopled fir was Harmony, as He aſcended 
through. Some of the Cherubic Hoſts : were 
diſpatch'd, as Heralds; making proclamationę 
as they flew, Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, 
and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting Doors, that the 
King ef Glory may come in. — M bo is this King of 
Glory, chaunted Others of the extatic'Legions d 
—The Lonp, Jehovah in Human Nature; ſtrong 
and-mighty to ſave; the Log, mighty.in- Battle, 
the Conqueror of Sin and Death and Hell, re- 
turning Triumphant from his ſucceſsfull war- 
fare: the LorD of Hoſts, Creator of us Angels, 
and the Ranſomer of the Nations of them that 
are ſaved; HE is ihe King of Gry. "IP Who | 
Hall aſcend into the Hill, of the Lord, Bu eee be 
ſand in His Holy Place? He, of amg AIORE 15 
cope be ſaid, that He had clean Hands and " 


* Polm 24.710. 
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pure Heart: I in His nature, totally Sinleſs; and, 
in His Life, the perfect Fullfiller of all Righ- 
teouſneſs.— Thus did God go up with a Sbout, 
and the Lord with the Sound of a Trumpet : at- 
tending Spirits ſang, Riſe up, Lord, and let Thine 
Enemies be ſcattered q; while the gazing Diſciples, 
reſponſive from below, cry'd out, Return, O 
Lord, now in the Power of thy Spirit, and here- 
after in the Brightneſs of thy perſonal Coming, 
to the many Thouſands of Iſrael) Might it 
not be ſaid, concerning thoſe kighly favor'd 
Perſons, who were witneffes of His Aſcenſion, 
T hey have feen thy Goings, O God, even the Goings 
of my God, my King, in the Sanctuary: the Singers 
went before, the Players on Inſtruments follow'd | 
after |; all the Foy of the Bleſſed was in full 
exerciſe, all the Melody of Heaven was at the 
Height, when Jzsvs was uſher'd to his Throne, 
and when, as 2 Lamb newly Slain, as a God to- 
tally and finally victorious, He enter'd into e 
Holy Place for Us. 0 
Thus, at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners, 


; 55 8 was Ixsus ſeen of Angels. They alſo ſee Him 
3 nw. At this very Moment, they are behold- 


by Him i in n ee who were never 
Y . "'P incar- 
| > 6 bal 47, 5. 
§MNunb. 10. 35, 36, || P/al. 68. 24, 25. 
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incarnated, view, with wonder, the exalted Hu 


manity of Him that wept in the Manger and 
hung upon the Tree. 


& Princes to His Imperial N ame 

end their bright Sceptres down ; JEW 
Dominions, Thrones, and Pow'rs rej vice” 
10 ſee Him wear the Crown : 


50  Arch- Angels ſound His lofty Praif u 
thro every heav'nly Street, 
and lay their higheſt honours down 

Jubmiſſroe at His Feet; 


. Thoſe ſo ft, thoſe bleſſed Feet of 7" 9 
which, once, rude Iron tore! OE 
High on a Throne of Light they Jand, 
 avbile all the Saints adere,”* Os 


Angels ſhall /ee Him, and augment the Sees ; 
dor of His Appearance, when He ſhall ve . 
vealed from Heaven in flaming Fire. He will, as 
Himſelf expreſſes it, come in His Glory, and all the 5 
holy Angels with him, Matth. 25. 31. The voice 
ef the Arch-Angel ſhall ſound, and the Trump f 
God. One Branch of their Buſineſs will be, to 
gather together the Duſt of Ilir Elet?\ from the four 
winds, from the uttermoſt Part of the Zaril, 16 
the uttermaſt Part of the Heaven, Mark 13-25% 
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By their Miniſtry, perhaps, the K not of indiſ- 
ſoluble Union, between the glorified Soul and the 
"riſen Body of each reſpective Believer, may be 0 
ty d. They, perhaps, will, when Chriſt gives the | 
Signal, ſet Fire to the World, and regulate that 
Conflagration which ſhall iſſue in the new Heaven 
(i. e. a new Body of Air) and new Earth, where. 
in dwelleth Righteouſneſs *. Whether Angels 
will ſhare. in the Glory of the Millenniary State ; 
or, whether that Reign will be peculiar to CHRIST 
and his Redeem'd People only; is not, J believe, 
clearly reveal'd. But this we can make no doubt 
of, that, when the Millennium is over, and the 
ſecond Reſurrection (the Reſurrection of the Un- 
Juſt) has taken place; when ſentence ſhall be paſt, | 
and the Books cloſed; when the Unrighteous are F 
turned into Hell, and the Elect enter, with = 
_ Chriſt, into the final Enjayment of Glory; Angels — 
and Saints will forever ſee, forever admire, and 1 
bs, worſpip and reſemble EHu that fiteth on the | . 
Throne. | 'F 
But, muſt Believers wait Hill Death and Glory 
give them a ſight of Chriſt? No. As He was, 
en Earth, ſien of Angels; ſo, Bleſſed be the 
Riches of His Grace, He is, even on Earth, 
ſomedmes 25 of MEN; ſeen, not literally, | 
but 


"4 ad *: 2 Pet. 3. —10—12, 13. 
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but with the bye of Faith, and in the Light of 
His Holy Spirit. When our Evidences are clear 
and bright, when He manife ets Himſelf * to the 
Souls of his People, and gladdens them with 
ſweet views of Intereſt in His Covenant-Fayor, 
His Covenant-Righteouſneſs, and Covenant-Suf- 
ferings; when He takes us up with Him on the 
Mount of Secret Communion, and gives us A 
Glimpſe of thegood Landwhichis afar off; when He 
ſends the Earneſt of our Inheritance into aur Hearts, 
even the Spirit of Adoption, cauſing us to cry, 
Abba, Father ; when He makes us experience 
the Meltings of His Preſence, and the Out-pour- 
ings of His Love; we may each cry out with 
the Apoſtle, Have I not zen Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord+? Yes, may it be reply'd, to our great and 
endleſs conifort, The God of our Fathers hath choſen 
thee that thou ſhouldeſt know bis Will, and $zx 
that Juſt One, and ſpouldeſt bear the Voice of His 
Mouth 4. ' | | 

I have \ſeen God Face to Face, ſaid Jacob. 
Mine Eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of "Hoſts; 
faid Jaiah. I have heard of T. hee, by the 22 
of the Ear, but now my Eye ſeeth thee z cry;d 
Holy Job.—This is the will of Him who ſent me, * 
that. every one who sEETH the Son, and belieueth on 


* John 14. 21. + 1 Cor. 9. 1. 
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5 [ 50 ] 
Him, ſhould have everlaſting Life; ſays He that 
was dead, and liveth, and 1s alive for evermore. 
To ſee Chriſt, therefore, is to believe in Him, 
as covenanting in our name, dying for our ſins, 


and riſing again for our juſtification, It is what 


the Apoſtle ſtyles Looking unto Jeſus +, for Life 


and Salvation, and throwing ourſelves upon Him 


as the Author and Finiſher, the Beginner and 
Perfecter of Faith and Holineſs, Safety and 


Happineſs.——Such a Sight of Chriſt will, | 
1. Make us vile, and keep us low, in our ort 


f Des. Nothing humbles the Soul, like a ſpi- 


ritual View of Him wh, though he was rich, yet, 


for our ſakes, became poor, that we, through His 
Poverty, might be made rich. How the World 


_ lefſens, and all it's fading Honors darken, on 


the Eye of Faith ! How 1 is Self annihilated, how 


is Pride hid from Man, under the Shinings of the 
MezpiaTor's Majeſty and Meekneſs ! A Believing 


b | Sight 


I Heb. 12. 2. Apoęuiles, literally, Looking of, Looking 


away from, withdrawing the Eye : looking off from every 


other object; confining our views to Hi alone; bottoming 

the avhole Weight of our Confidence, and laying the entire 
Streſs of our Dependence, on his Blood and Obedience. 
85 Ebaling of, above all, from our own Works: from our /orful 
Works, in Point of Diſcouragement ; and from our good 
Works, in Point of Reliance, This it is to laok of and to 


look au unto 8 2 2 2 . 
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Sight of HIM is the only ſource, whence Evan- 
gelic Repentance can flow. True RepenTANCH. . 
(as I once heard an Excellent Friend obſerve) 
zs the Tear of Faita : and as the Eye muſt exiſt, 
previouſly to the Tear it ſheds; ſo muſt Faith 
be wrought in the Heart, e er true Repentance 
weeps. When God made a peculiar Diſcovery: 
of Himſelf to the Soul of Fob ; what was its Ef- 
fe& on that holy Man? I abbor myſelf, ſaid he, 
and repent in Duſt and Aſhes . —-T hey ſhall look 
unto me, whom they have pierced, and MouRx , ſays 
God: Firſt look, and then mourn ; firſt Believe, 
and then repent. The Rock is firſt ſmitten, and 
then the Waters flow: the Almighty Sun of Righ- 
zeouſneſs muſt point the Beams of His converting 
Power upon the Soul, an? Taen a gracious 
Melting enſues ; the Froſt breaks, the Ice diſ- 
ſolves, and the vanquiſh'd Sinner, who was. 
ſometime afar off, is brought nigh by the Blocd of 
Chriſt. The Devout Mr. Henry has, if I re- 
member right, a Remark to this Effect: * If 
« Chriſt had not /oo#d upon Peter, Peter had' 
« not wept. Peter's Tears flow'd firſt from 
« the Eyes of Chriſt.” Grace alone can work 
Repentance unto Life. Only the Sight of a bro- 
8 by Savior can give a broken, bleed-⸗ 


96 _ . 
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ing Heart. When we hear of the Death of a 
Stranger, we are feldom very deeply affected : 
but, when we read of the Death of a beneficent 
Friend, or of a loving and beloved Relation; our 
Relentings are kindled, and our Eyes overflow. 
So the Death of Chriſt makes but a ſlight Im- 
preſſion on the Heart, conſider'd merely as an 
Hiſtorical Event: but, when the Chriſtian is 


made to ſee that it was his everlaſting Friend, 


who dy'd; and that He dy'd, moreover, for 
his particular Salvation; tis ſuch Looking, that 
produces godly ſorrow. Jeſus need but fbew 
Himſelf to a Sinner, and the Sinner falls before 


Him. Veni, vidi, vici, may be inſcrib'd by 
the Savior on every Monument of Grace, on 


every converted Soul: I came to the Sinner, I 


loc d upon him, and, with a Look of Omni- 


e Love, I overcame Him. 
2. A ſight of Chriſt will cauſe us to value 


and reſt upon His Righteouſneſs. Be not de- 


ceiv'd, O Man. Call not thyſelf a Chriſtian, 
think not thyſelf a Believer, if thou doſt not 
depend on the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and upon THaT alone, for Juſtification and Ac- 
ceptance with: God. You can never appear be- 
fore the Tremendous Judge of All, in an home- 
Jpun Suit, in a Righteouſneſs of your own weav- 


ing. 
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ing. You muſt be cloath'd, from head to foot, 
out of God's own Wardrobe, You muſt have 
the obedience of Jesus Curisr, that only Wedding: 
Garment wherein you can poſſibly ſtand with 


Safety, or lift up your Head with Joy, God 


the Father muſt give it you by Imputation: God 
the Holy Spirit muſt apply and put it on you, by 
Grace: and you mult wrap it about you by 
Faith, Phil. 3. 9. 

Free-will and Self-Righteouſneſs are the N ali 
nos tangere of almoſt every unconverted Man, 
As to Free- will, he deems it high-Treaſon againſt 
the Dignity of human nature, to have it ſo much 


as queſtion'd: and for Self-Righteouſneſs, he . | 


hugs it as a Boſom-Idol. Miniſters, with all 
their Toil, can, at the utmoſt, but ſtrike off a 
few imperceptible Grains from this Double For- 
treſs of Unregeneracy. But, when the, Spirit of 


$ 
on 


| God makes an Aſſault in Efe#ual Calling, the 


Buſineſs is done: a Mine is ſprung at the very 


Foundations; inyincible Grace ſets Fire to the 


Train ; and the Strong-Holds are blown up at 
once. So terrible, ſometimes, is the Exploſion, and 
ſo alarming are the Thunderings and Lighten- 


ings of the Law; that the new-born Saint hardly 
knows, in his firſt Fright, whereabouts he is: 


the Ruins fly ſo wide, and fall fo thick arqund — 
6 2 him, 55 2 
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im, that he finds himſelf conftrain'd (happy 


of conſtraint!) to fly zo CHRIST for ſhelter from 
that very Self-Righteouſneſs, in which he truſted 


before. —It may, however, be needful to ob- 
ſerve, that A God's People do not experience 


this Violence of Terror. It is not eſſential to 


Converſion, tho' God is pleaſ'd to convert Some 
in this Manner. Many are /ed to Chriſt, by the 
Drawings of His Love : Others are driven, by 
the Terrors of His Law. But, whether driven, 
or drawn, happy are they that are cauſed to ap- 
proach Him! Accompliſh'd either way, Rege- 
neration is, in Itſelf, one and the ſame Bleſſing. 
If you /ee yourſelf to be loſt, unleſs you have 
Intereſt in the Atonement and Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ; *tis plain you have had a Sight of Chriſt 
Himſelf, to all the Purpoſes of Safety. From 
the Whole, ariſes a two-fold Caution : (1.) Let 
not thoſe, who experience much of he Terrors 


of the Lord, be diſcourag d. Complain not, 


that your Convictions and Diſtreſs continue /o 
long. The longer-you are under the Hands of 
your Heavenly Surgeon, the Sounder will be 
your Cure at laſt. (2.) If you have not felt the 
Horrors and Agonys of Soul, which ſome others 
have; don't deem yourſelf unregenerate, merely 
on that Account. If you feel the Impoſſibility 
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ol being ſaved by the Works of the Law, or by 


your own Righteouſneſs; and if you defire to 
be found in Chriſt alone, to derive all your Sal- 
vation from his Merits, without any Mixture of 
your own Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, or Strength; 


I dare aſſert, that you are horn of God. Inſtead, 


therefore, of calling thy Converſion in Queſtion, 
be thankfull to God, that He has heal'd and re- 
ſtor'd thy Soul, without putting thee to that 
Pain in the Proceſs, which Multitudes of thy 
Fellow-Believers have experienc'd. — See but 
Chriſt, as the only way of God's Salvation, and 
you have ſeen enough to make you ſafe and 
holy, humble and happy. | 

3. A Sight of Him never fails to be follow'd 
by a Life and Converſation correſpondent to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. As, from a view of God's 
external Works, we are ſenſible of his creating 
Power; ſo by the inward and outward Marks of 
Grace, mining in us and pon us, we may know 
that He has begun the great Work of the nete 


Creation within. An Evangelical Regard to the 


whole Compaſs of Moral Duty, is a Sign that 
our Profeſſion is genuine: juſt as we may infer. 
the Purity of Silver, from the Tower-Stamp. 
This, then, is one Note, whereby to diſtin- 
built between the precious and the vile. Unbe- 

| lievers 8 
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lievers truſt in good Works, without doing any 
the true Believer does good Works, without 
_xevſting | in em. Thefe Things I will, ſaid the 


off Apoſtle, that thou affirm conſtantly, that they, wha 
have BELIEVED in God, be carefull to maintain 


E-: =} db Works. He that hath Clothes,” ſays the 
EF admirable Mr. GuxxvALL *, © will ſurely wear 


them, and not be ſeen nated. Men talk of 
their Faith, Repentance, and Love to God. 
.« Theſe are precious Graces: but why do not 
fuch Perſons let us ſee theſe Graces walking 
« abroad in their daily Converſation ? Surely, 
ce if ſuch Gueſts were in thy Soul, they'd /ook out 
ec at the windows, and be —_ out of Doors, in 
the Exerciſe of holy Dutys.“ 

Alexander the Great had a Soldier in his Army. 
who bore the ſame name, but was a notorious 


Coward. Either be Courageous, ſaid the King 


to him, or ceaſe to bear the Name of ALEXANDER. 

O Profeſſor, either lead a holy Life, or ceaſe to 
call thyſelf a Churchman, ceaſe to call thyſelf a 
Chriſtian.—XENocRaTEs of Chalcedon was, one 
Day, giving a Lecture, on Philoſophy, at 
Athens. In the midſt of his Diſſertation, enters 
2 & Youth of Quality (one of the Bucks of that 
Age), named Polemon, juſt come from a De- 


* bauch, 


* Chriſtian Armor, Vol, 1. P. 87, 
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bauch, 2 1 with Inſolence and Wine? 


and wearing (as the Cuſtom then was, on feſtive < 


Occaſions) a Chaplet of Flowers on his Head. 
He no ſooner caught the Eye of Xenocrates, 
than the latter immediately turn'd his Diſcourſe 
to Morels; and reaſon'd with ſuch Dignity, 
Propriety, and Force, that the young Noble- 
man began to look ſerious; and Seriouſneſs ſettled 


him into a d Attention. As the Philoſopher 
- proceded, Polemon felt the Riſings of Remor/e : 


and, cer the Diſſertation was concluded, he was 
{truck with Shame and Horror at the Conſcious 
Review of his paſt Conduct. He lid the Chap- 


let from his Head; muffled his Face in his 


Robe; reſolv'd on a Change of Manners; and 


actually became, from that Day forward, a Pat- 


tern of VWiſdom and Virtue. In Proceſs of Time, 


he even roſe into a Philoſopher, of no ſmall Di- 
ſtinction; and, at laſt, ſucceeded Aenocrates in 
the Care of his Pupils. If the Remonſtrances _ 
of an Heathen Moraliſt could have ſuch Effect. 
on the Heart and Life of a profeſt Libertine 8 
how much more will the Influence of the HOLY - + 


SPIRIT teach true Believers to deny all Ungodli- 


neſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberhy, juſtly, 


aud religiouſly in the preſent V. orld ! 
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I. A Sight of Chriſt will conduce to make 
our Affectious heavenly and ſpiritual, We 


| ſhall, particularly, reſemble Chriſt in His paſſive 
" Refignation to the Will and Providence of God“. 


Accompliſh IN me, ON me, and BY me, all the plea- 
fare of thy Goodneſs ; will be our Heart's Deſire 
and Prayer, in Proportion as we have ſeen and 
believed in Him who came down from Heaven 
not do His own Will, but the Will of Him who ſent 


Him. The moſt remarkable and aſtoniſhing 


Inſtance of human Reſignation, I ever remember 
to 


* « When the Treaty of Marriage was on Foot be- 
tween the then Prince of Wales (afterwards Charles I.) and 


_. the Infanta of Spain; the Earl of Bri/ol, our Embaſſador 


at the Court of Madrid, was ſo greatly perplexed, on ac- 
count of the Treaty's not going on to his Mind, that he 


loſt Several Night's Sleep. A Gentleman of his Bed-. 
Chamber, obſerving his Uneaſineſs, addreſſed him thus: 
fa My Lord, you are exceedingly anxious and reſtleſs. 1 beſeech 
Von to conſider, that the World was awell govern” a, for more 
than 5000 Tears, before You was born; and will be as well 
govern'd, when You are Dead. I pray you, then, be not trou- 


bled at any Thing; but refer the Iſſue to God. The Earl was 


ſtruck with the Propriety of this Seaſonable 2 


and ſet his Heart at Reſt. 


Our Way, to 7. ranguility, is, to do likewiſe: to trace up 


Things to their Source, Divine Providence; and there to 


= Dr. drow/mith's Chain of Princ. P. 40. 


L 59 1 

io have met with, is to be found in the Conduct 
bf the exemplary Arch-Biſhop Fenelon: | When 
bis illuſtrious and hopefull Pupil (the Duke of 
Zurgundy, if I miſtake not) lay dead in his Cofs 
fn, and the Nobles of his Court, in all the 
Pomp of Silent Sadneſs, ſtood weeping round; 
the Arch-Biſhop came into the Apartment: and, * 
| having fixed his Eyes, for ſome Time, on the 
Corpſe ; broke out, at length, in Terms to'this 
Effect: There lies my Beloved Prince, for 
„ whom my affection was equal to the tendereſt 
« Regard of the tendereſt Parent: Nor was 
* my Affection loſt : He loved me, in Return; 


d with the Ardor of a Son. There a He lyes 3 | 
and all my worldly Happineſs lyes dead'with 
« Him, BUT, if the Turning of @ Straw 
„ would call him back to Lifez 1 would not, 


* for Ten Thouſand Worlds, be the Turner of 
that Straw, in oppoſition to the Will of God.“ 
5. If we have had a Spiritual View of Chriſt, 


we ſhall love and fudy his Holy Word. Chriſt 


crucified is che central Point, wherein the Lines 


of both Teſtaments co-incide, They reftify of 


Me, ſaid the Son of God. Theyxteſtify the 
Greatneſs of His Perſon, the Greatneſs of His | 
Dove, and the unſpeakable Greatneſs of His con- 
cr ug. „ 
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Story of His Covenant, the Neceſſity and 
Perfection of His Righteouſneſs, the Merit of 
His Propitiation, and the Prevalency of His In- 
terceſſion ; ; the Efficacy of His Grace, and the 
Freetieſs of His Salvation. And yet, thougli 
the Scriptures were dictated by His Spirit, and 
hold the Lamp to Knowledge and Happineſs; 
how many caſt the precious Charter behind their 
Backs, or even trample” it under their Feet! 
Though,“ as One expreſſes it, God Him- 
44 ſelf has vouchſaf d to commence Author; 
&. how Few will ſo much as give His Works 
e the Reading!” The renown'd Scipio Africa- 
nus hardly ever had: Xezophon's Writings out 
of his Hand. Alexander the Great made Ho- 


mer's Poems his conſtant, Companion. St. Cry. 


ſaſtom was ſo fond of Ariſtopbanets Comedys; 
that he even laid 'em under his Pillow when 


he ſlept. Our matehleſs Afred conſtantly cars 


ryd Boithius de Conſol. Phil. in a Fold of his 
Robe. Tamerlane (if I rightiy remember) al- 
ways carry d about with him the Hiſtory of, 
Cyrus. Biſhop Jewel could recite all Horace: 
and Biſnop Sender ſons all T2704 Offices. - The 
. iNtalians are ſaiĩd to be ſuch Admirers of 

_ © Taſſe, that the very Peaſants ting him by heart, 
s as they perſue their Country Labors. The famouʒ 

8. 8 could 5 even in extreme old Age, 
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the greateſt Part of Virgil: and one of we ks 
Popes is ſaid to have learn'd Engliſh, purely for 


the Sake of reading The Spectator in it's original 
Language. How warmly does Horace recom- 
mend the Study of the Greek Writers, to the 
Roman Youth! NoJurnd verſate Manu, verſate 
diurni,—How, then, ought Chriſtians to ſtudy 
THE Book or GOD! Beza, at upwards of Eighty 
years of Age, could repeat the wholeof St. Paul's 

Epiſtles, in the original Greek, and all the;Pſalms 
in Hebrew : and, more lately, the Learned With- 
us, even at a very advanc'd Period of Life, could 
recite almoſt any Paſſage of Scripture, in it's 


proper Hebrew or Greek, together with the Con- 
text, and the Criticiſms of the beſt Comments. 


tors, How will ſuch Perſons riſe in Jud; 


againſt the negligent P rofeſſors, the many Super- 


ficial Divines, and the flimſey Infidels, of the pre- 


| ſent Day ! Time has been, when the Word at; : 
the Lord was precious in this Land: So precious,, 
that (in the Reign of Henry VIII. if 1 miſtake 
not) an honeſt Farmer once gave à Cart-load of 
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Hay for one Leaf of St, James's Epiſtle i in E- 
gl Now, indeed, through the Goodneſs of 


God, the Manna of His Word lyes, inabundangg, = 755 1 
round our Tents. But, what is the Cools.” 5 ; E 


quence ? Moſt of. ys are for s any Book, - 


H 2 


id 


- we 


n 6 ' 
except That which can make us wiſe to Saleas 
tiouw. We diſreliſn even the Bread of Life: 1 
almoſt ſaid, we ſpurn it away with our Feet; 


_- Hence our Spiritual Declenſions, Hence the 
" Arminioniſm, the Socinianiſm, the Deiſm, and 
*. every ather pernicious m of the Age. Ad 
wmuanay of our young Clergymen, tis to be fear'd, 


fubſcribe Articles and Homilys they have never 
read; ſo Myriads of the Laity profefs to be- 
heve the Inſpir d Volume, which they ſeldom or 
never open, Hence, they themſelves lye open to 


admit the firſt Errors that offer, and to be run 


away with by any Immoratty that moſt eafily 
beſets them, The Bible is God's Fyiftle to 


Mankind: and what greater Affront can be 


ſhewn even to an carthy Friend, than to throw 
by his Letters unopen'd and unread ?—May we 
not addreſs the Generality of Chriſtians ſo calbd, 


in the Words of Mr. hohes? „ The Daf, on 
.* one Hand, or the Finery, on the other, about 


* your Bibles, is a witneſs now, and will, at the 


* faſt Day, be a witneſs, of the Enmity of your 
Hearts againſt Chriſt as a Prophet“. 


6. A true Sight of Chrift will inſpire and ex- 
pant our en with he es ret and 


: — ;S RR make 
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' niake us the well-wiſhers of all Mankind. God; 
the Great Sovereign who giveth no Account, 10 
any, of His Matters, may fet what Limits He 
pleaſes to the Communications of His Grace, as 
we ſee He does to the Bountys of his Providence: 
But we, as ſocial Beings, are under a moral Ob 
ligation, as ve have opportunity, to do good unt 
all men. Chriſtian Benevolence may be reſemL 
| bled to the Shining of the San; which magnifi. 
rent Luminary ſheds it's Warmth at large, and 
riſes with general Healing in it's Wings, 1o'that 


nothing is entirely hid from the Heat thereof 5 I 
yet there are ſame Climates, where it's Benn 
operate more ſtrongiy, than in Others. In like.. - 


manner, our God - will ſhould be univerſal; th 
it's Bigbeſt Actings ought to terminate on the 
Houſhold of Faith. God Himſelf deigns to ſet 
us the Example. He zs, providentially, Loving 
unto every man, and his Mercys, in a way of tem- 
poral Boynty, are, mare or leſs, over all His 
Works : yet His cboiceſt Favors terminate on His 
own Elec, whom He lov'd from everlaſting, and 
in whom is all his Delight, 

7. Laſtly, Let thoſe, whoſe Hearts have been 
open'd, and the Eyes of whoſe Faith have been 
enlighten'd, by Grace, to szE the Lovelineſs* 
and the Preciouſneſs of Chriſt; let Such re- 


Cant. 5. 16. 1 Pet. 2. 7. 
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ice in Hopt of the Glory of God. Yet a little 


OY While,-and, to adopt the excellent Language of 


.our Church, wwe, who know Him now by Faith, 

te ſhall have the full Fruition of His Glorious 
<. Godhead.” After a few more Riſing and Set- 
ting Suns, a few more Sermans and a few more 
Prayers, a few more Conflicts and a few more 
Comforts; we ſhall be with Him whom our Souls 
love, and who loves our Souls, Now are we tht 
Sons of God; and it doth not yet fully appear 


lat we ſpall be, how great our Bliſs, nor how 


bright our Glory: but this we int, and this is 
Knowledge enough at preſent, that, when He 
Hall appear, we ſhall be like fie, fer Wwe RO SES 


oP as He is. 


GOD's Mindfulneſs of Man. 


3 mindfull of His Col 5 EE 


_ hank, Pſal. cx1. 5. 


The Lord hath been mindful of us; be 


will bleſs us. Pſal. xv. 12. 
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P 8 A L M viii. 4s 
What is Man, that Thou art mindful 9 


him? and the Son of Man, that Tuou £ 


v t. bim? 


4b is ſuppos'd, by Some, to have 
written this Pſalm, long before his Eleva- 

tion to the Jewiſh Throne; while he was yet a 
youth, buſy'd in tending his Father's Cattle on 
the Plains of Bethlehem. And we ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee, that there are Paſſages, in the Pſalm 
itſelf, which ſeem to juſtify this Conjecture, It 
is not only an Hymn of Praiſe, addreſs'd to the 
Mezss1an but, likewiſe, one of the fineſt Pao 


rali, any where extant, 
David appears to have had, almoſt from his 


very childhood, the ſublimeſt Talents for 
Poetry, and an exquiſite Taſte in Mufic. His 


Harp, therefore, was, probably, his frequent on” 


Companion in the Fields, when he exercis'd the 


Occupation of a Shepherd. And, having expe- 
rienc'd the ineſtimable Bleſſing of early Conver- 
— — Ke 7 : * * ,* 


Fon, he did not debaſe his Poetic Genius, nor“ 
proſtitute his Skill in the Harmony of Sounds, 
by devoting Either of them to the contemptible 
Purpoſes of verſify'd Nonſenſe and unmanly 
Diſſipation ; but, his Heart being as rightly 
tun'd as his Harp, his Happineſs and higheſt 
Recreation were, to ſing the Praiſes of the God 
Ig he lov'd, and to anticipate ſomething of that 
Sublime Employ, on Earth, which will, in 
Heaven, be, forever, the Buſineſs and the Bliſs 
of Thoſe who are redeem'd from among men. 
*Tis worthy of Remark, that This was the 
Time (namely, while David was Herdſman to 
his Father Jeſſe, and filld up the Intervals of 
his Employment with holy Meditation, Prayer, 
And Thankſgiving), when God Himſelf vouch- 
ſaf'd to mention him under the moſt glorious 
* 1 al Appellation that, perhaps, was ever conferr*d 
| N 2 vn 2 created Being; A Man after my own 
FELL Heart“. A Title, which does not appear to have 


WM I Sam. 13. 14. with Aas 13. 22.—This celebrated Pe- 

2 3 -  riphraſis has occaſion'd no little Diſquiſition, The 
= Learned Grotivs, with his uſual Dryneſs, thinks it to be 

; 2 * Tynonymous with ele2um de Populo, or choſen out from among 
1 |  *the People: i. e. God calls David a Man after his ows 
13 . r becauſe He had made Choice of him to be King of 
r N Iſrael, 


7s pf 

, ” 

= A 7 
(4 5 1 - . * * 
—4 Fe I - ” - a. 

: „ — & 
"Ys: ö 

- 


* —— CG — Re -% 


k 69 1 

been given him, ſo much as once, after his Ads 
vancement to Royalty. For tho? neither Height, 
of Magnificence, nor Depth of © Abaſement, can 
ſeparate a Saint from the Love of God which is in 
Chrift Feſus*; yet, even after a work of Grace 
has paſs'd upon the Heart in Regeneration, 
ſuch is the Power of ſurviving Depravity, that 
not one, perhaps, in Twenty, of God's People, 
can, humanly ſpeaking, be truſted with Profs, 
1 Let . 1 * therefore, 

J. 6 Tha $4 


Iſrael 2 ICT renders the Phraſe by Oui mibi Cort FE 
a Man whoſe Intereft God hag at Heart-—But, ſurely, ths 
howeft ſenſe, which can be juſtly aſſign'd to this exalted 
Title, is, that David ſhould (as the Apoſtle adds, in the 
above Paſſage) fullfll rarra ra YWnuara, all the Wills, Pur 
poſes and Deſigns of God, reſpecting the Government of 
Israel: viz. by ſupplanting the Family of Saul; extending 
the Jewiſh Territory; maintaining the Religion of the Trus. 
God; and laying the Foundation of a more ſplendid wore.” 


ple.—For my own Part, however, I think, that the Words E. 
include ſomething more and higher: namely, that Davig' 
was an object of God's eminent and pecufiar Favor; ; 22 
to be a /a Inſtance of the Sovereignty of Divine P | 
dence, and, in much of his Conduct, a Shining Pattern © 
Grace. A Man, in ſhort, whom the an loved, and 

| was determin'd to honor. - = 
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in Blood; is ſeated on a riſing Hillock, or on 


t5 
rejoice in that he is made Tow. God deals out 
our Comforts and our Sorrows, with exact, un- 


erring Hand, in number, weight, and meaſure. 


Hence, we have not, either of Joy or Adverſity, 
a Grain too little or too much. If leſs Tribula- 
tion would ſuffice, leſs would be given. We 
are bad enough, with all our Troubles: what, 


then, ſhould We be, if we ere mend —_ 
none? 


In arder to our entering into the true Spirit 
and Propriety of the Pſalm before us; we muſt 
form to ourſelves an Idea of David the Stripling 


and think we ſee him, watching his Flocks, in 


a Summer's night, under the expanded Canopy 


of the Skys. The Air is ſtill, The Heavens 


are ſerene. The Moon, arriv'd at the Full, is 
perſuing her majeſtic, filent Courſe, The Stars 
(like Peereſſes on a Coronation-Solemnity) aſ- 
ſame their brighteſt Robes, to attend the beau- 
teous Sovereign of Night, while both Moon and 
Stars concur to ſhed a ſoft, undazzling Luſtre 


on all the ſubjacent Landſchape, — Davrp, 


at this happy Period, a blameleſs Youth; un- 
poyſon'd with Ambition, and unfaſcinated by 
the Witch-craft of Court Corruption; his Heart 
unpolluted with Luſt, and his Hands undipp'd 


the 


LY | 

the protuberait Root of ſome ſtately Tree. 
All is huſh'd. Not a Bough ruſtles. Not a 
Leaf © trembles to the Breeze.“ The filent 
Flocts are either careleſsly grazing by his Side, 
or ſlumbering ſecurely at his Feet. The Birds 
have ſuſpended their Songs, till wak'd by the 
ſuperior Sweetneſs of his Voice, and the Mufic of 
his Hand. For, charm'd with the Lovelineſs 
of the Scene, and wrapt by the Holy Spirit into 
a Seraphic Flame of exalted Devotion, he has 
lain aſide his Crook —he has taken up his Harp 
—and is tranſmitting, to the Throne of God, 
theſe gratefull, theſe inexpreſſibly beautifull 
Strains of admiring Thankfullneſs : ben I con- 
fider thy Heavens, the work of Thy Fingers; the 
Moon and the Stars, which Thou haſt ordained 
what is Man, that Thou art mindful of bim; or 
the Son of Man, that Thou vifiteft him #—Then, 
taking a Survey of the pleaſing Objects that 
| Turrounded him, he thus goes on to ſing: T 

baſt made Man a little lower than the Angels, and 


haſt crowned him with Glory and Honor. Tn 


madeſt him to have Dominion over the works of thy 
Hands ; Thou haſt put all Things under his Feet | 
all Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the Beaſts of the 
Field, the Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes of the 
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— in all the world! l 

So warbled the ſweet . of Iſraet; a 
thus he addreſs'd GOD the SON, almoſt eleven 
Hundred Years prior to His Incarnation. For, 
that the Pſalm, in it's higheſt Import, refers to 


Chriſt, is evident from Matth. 21. 16. and, eſpe- 


cially, from the Second Chapter of the Epiſtle tai. 


the Hebrews, where a conſiderable Part of the 
Pſalm is cited by the Apoſtle, and expreſsly ap- 
Þly'd to the II Mediator between God 


and Men. 5 
Jeſus, conſiderd as a 80 Perſon, i 1s Jebo= 
3 aur Governor, whoſe Name, 1. e. whioſe mani- 
feſtations of infinite Wiſdom, Beneficence and 
Power, in a way both of Creation and Provi- 
dence, are excellent throughout all the Earth. — He 
ſet His Glory above the Heavens, or render'd 
the Riches of His Love more ſignally and illuf. 
triouſſy noble than the brighteſt and nobleſt of 
His material Works, when He enter'd into Co- 
venant with the FaTatr and the Srixrr, and 


graciouſly ſtipulated to wear our Nature and ta 


bear away our Sins. In the Fullneſs of Time, 


after He had actually accompliſh'd His double 


Warfare of Obedience and Sufferings ; He, lite- 


wh fet his Glory above the Heavens, when He 
aſcended 


I, * bw. ; J 


up on high, and His Horify'd Huntanity:ragl 


Poſſeſſion of it's Throne, Angels and Autho; 
ritys and Powers being made ſubject unto Him. 
He it is, who diſplays the Efficacy, the Soves 


reignty, and the Independency of His Almighty 
Operation, in bringing to paſs the greateſt Ends, 


by, ſeemingly, the feebleſt and moſt inadequate 
Means: or (as David, evidently alluding to his 
own tender Ape, ſpeaks at the 2d verſe), who has 
ordained Strength out of the Mouths. even of Babes 
and Sucklings. Arm'd with the Power that 
- cometh from above, the unaceoutred Youth had 


ſlain a Lion and a Bear. Infpir'd with ſuper- 


natural Proweſs, the ſame ruddy Stripling, after- 
wards, overcame the proud, gigantic Champion 


of Philiſtia. Theſe Providential Events were, 
indeed, ſtrange and aſtoniſhing. But the Reli. 
gious Part of David's Character was truly mira» 


culous. A beardleſs Lad, not very ſuperior in 


years to a Babe and Suckling, is exalted, by the 


Holy Spirit, into a Prophet of the Lord, He 


teſtifys of. the Savior, many hundred Ce nturys . 
before the Savior appear'd: and is not only a 
true Believer in, but a diſtinguiſh'd Herald of, 
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that adorable Perſon, in whom the 150 of all 
Nations are bleſſed. . 

By the Righteouſneſs of His x meritorious 14 
5 by the Atonement of His infinitely precious 
Death, Jeſus © bruis'd the Serpent's Head”, or 
inverted the Subtilty, baffled the Power, and 
defeated the Wiſh, of that apoſtate Spirit, who 
ſeeks the Deſtruction of Man: thus filencing 
the Enemy and the Avenger. — Seek you farther 
Proofs of the Savior's Dignity and Divinity? 
not only the Earth, but the Heavens alſo are the 
Mort of His Fingers, the Monument of His Cre- 
ating Power. The Moon and the Stars are of 
His ordaining : and, without Him, was not any ; 

Thing made that was made. In a word, He k 

was the Builder of the Univerſe; and He rules 

the Univerſe He built, Well, therefore, may 

= we bend the Knee of our Souls before Him, or, 
: 3 rather, fall proſtrate in the Duſt at His Foot- 
f ſtool, and at, hat is Man, that Thou art 
mindfull of Him ? or the Son of Man, that Thou 
wvifiteſt him? If Elizabeth, the Parent of Job 
the Baptiſt, could ſay, to the Virgin Makv, 
who am I, that the Mother of my Lord ſhould 
come to ME ? much more may God's Ele ſtand 
aſtoniſh*d at His Love, and aſk, what arewe, 
that the Lord God of Iſrael ſhould, i in Perſon, 
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vißt His People, and redeemn them tothe Pub 
by His Blood *?” 
In te Text, Two At of God are, 2 
pointed out; namely His Mindfulneſs of us, 
and His Y;fting us: which gracious Acts 1 ſhatl 
conſider, not only as Proofs of the M s 
Love to His People; but, indiſeriminately, as 
Evidences of the Love mutually ſhewn — e 
ners, by A the Perſons in the Trinity. 
and Son, and Spirit, the Co- æqual ite 1 
bear Record in Heaven, are One, not only in Na- 
ture and Eſſence, but in the Goodwill they bear 
to Man: and zheir undivided Love calls fo our 
undivided Praiſe. 
I. God's Mindfulleſs of His People is not l a 
Thing of Yeſterday, There never was a Period, 4 
when He had not our Intereſts at Heart. The 
Mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting 
upon them (hat fear Him +. It is, like Hinfelf, 
without Beginning of Days, or End of Years, 
We could not fear Him from everlaſting; be- 
cauſe we did not exiſt *till very lately: but His 
Mercy towards us was co-eternal with Hirnſelf. 
In conſequence of This, we ate made to fegr him 
in in Time. Filial Fear is a On 


tende, 1 


K 
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given only. to the Sons and Daughters of the Ind 
Almighty , who ſays, 1. will put my Fear into 
Heir Hearts *, Hence, they ſhall not depart from 
Hin after Converſion, | And thus, His Mercy, 
as ; it was FROM everlaſting, is TO- everlaſting 
upon them that fear- Him. It neither began with 
to-day, 1 nor ſhall end with to-morrow. But He, | 
who laid the. Foundation of their Happineſs, in 
His own Eternal Purpoſe, ſhall Jay on the Top- 
Stone with Joy, crying, Grace, Grace unto it f.— 
That God was mindfull of us for good, appears, 

(I.) From the Decree of Election, whereby we 
were choſen, i in Chriſt, to Grace and Glory, before 
the World began. This Act of Sovereign Love 
is. the very Source and F ountain-Head of all the 
other Bleſſings that. are confer d on the Heirs of 
Salvation. Redemption, Fuſtifitation, effectual Cal. 
ing, Holineſs, Continuance in good Works to the 
End, and everlaſting Happineſs in Heaven; al flow - 
from this leading, capital, fundamental Privi- 
lege.  Eleftion | is the Tree of Life, whoſe Leaves 
and Fruit are for the Healing of the N. ations : 
For, whom God did predeſtinate, them [rer, thoſe 
very Perſons] He alſo called; and whom He called, 
"them [7979s theſe very Perſons 2 He alſo juſify'd; 
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EN 
and whom” He juſtiß d, noe L, n rt 
Jones He alſo glorify'd®. SON NG) IRR 

There are Some, who! an much convent ; 
the "Dignity of human nature. Upon Chriftiaw 
Principles, the Dignity of Man is great indeed: 
a Dignity, however, not natural, but deridꝰ d from 
the condeſcending Lover and Reſtorer of loft 
Sinners, That 60D ſhould be unf of 
men, prior to their Being; that GOD: [ſhould 
ſettle the Inheritance of Heaven en His Chi- 
dren; e' er Suns gave Light, or Planets mowd g 
that GOD ſhould write the name, of the meaneſt 

Saint, in the Booꝶ ef Life, with the Pen of ever 
laſting Love; that He ſhould appoint them, nas 
to Mratb, but to obtain Salvation vy our Zora 
Feſus Chriſt; is a Conſideration, that inſpired 
the believing Soul with the moſt fublime and 
aſtoniſhing Views of that Goodneſs; Muth non 
only gave apoſtate Men the Preference to Apoſ 
tate Angels, but exalted the Church: of God to 
a State of Dignity and Glory unexperienc'd even 
by the Angels that never fell. May we, bylthe 
Holineſs of our Lives, be enabled to give fubſtand 
tial Proof of our Intereſt in His Electing Favor: 
1 5 and be living Exemplars of that ĩneſtimable De. 
5 HI VII z H ar lun n n 
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cleration and Promiſr, This People have 1 formed 
for myſelf, they ſpall ſhew forth My Proiſe*. . 
(a.) God ſbew'd His AMindfwiineſs of us, in 
the Goverant of Redemption, made with His Son 
and Spi, before all Worlds, for the Recovery 
of His Church and Peaplc, who, it was known, 
gine, that the Plan of Redemption was a tempo- 
zary Expedient, hurry'd up on a ſudden, and 
fetch'd in, ex improviſe, to remedy an unfore · 
ſeen Diſaſter: as if the Deity, upon a Diſas- 
' garment of his Meafures, had recourſe," pro Re 
aud, to the beſt Satvo that che Exigence of Af. 
fairs fuggrſtod. Such an Idea of Cal and Reli- 
gien can never, I ſhenid imagine, be cooly ad- 
mitted, by any Thinking Perſon. - And yet this 
View of: Things muft be admitted, if we reject 
the. Scripture- Account of the Eterna L 
_ af Grace and Redemption. 

fre can be no Succgſion, un che vv 
leder of God. He, whoſe Dadæanding is inf- 
vie, cannot know That dow, which He did not 
e Men, indeed, grow wiſe by Ob- 
ſensuion and Experience, But Eternity itſelf 
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ein add no Improvement to the —— of 
that all wie, all- prehending Mix n to h 
all Futurity d open. ſrom ham 30 Secneta 
aue hid,” and who holds, in Nis on Hand, the 
entire Chain of Second Cauſes —Thet are Hint 
Principles, equally inculeateti by Ragſan, the Ne- 
bgion of Nature: and by ( iiauit the Religidar 
of the Bible. Itwould lead me t fan hovid 1y 


at preſent, perſue the Argument in i Ampli- = 


been obifery'd, to juftify my Laying. down! This, 
for an undoubte Axiom, that Adam's: Apotaryy 
and all theConſequences of it, were, from everlaſting 
FORE-SEEN: aud JFORE-KNOWN of; Gods, au, for 
Reaſons we camiat Ber, DEDBEED- 1 PERMIT ts 
upon ay other Principle. God's Nerrieitg, r 
Reſalving, to permit the Fall, did not, however, 
make Him the 4utbor of it for He can neither 
tempt nor be tempted to Sin. But, had He 
not determix'd to permit the Lapſe of bur it 
Parents, He could not have fore-known it (for, | 

without ſuch à permiſſive Determination, the 
Event can be no Baſis for certain Preſcience).: 
and, had He not foreknown it, He could not have 
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made Proviſſon, beforehand,” in the Covenant of 


Grace, for the Reſtoration of Sinners: — not 


to aſk; here would have been his Omniſcienctꝰ 
I conclude,” then, with the Scriptures, that, 
upon a certain Fore- ſight of the Fall, Grace 


was given us in Cbriſt before the World began : 


which could only be given us, ſo very early, in 
virtue of a Covenant made with Chriſt, as the 
fœderal Head, Truſter, and Repreſentative of 
His People. ＋ Abraham and to his Sted, i. ea 
to All-who: ſhould be:Endu'd with that Faith 
which is the Gift and Operation of God, were 
the Promiſes made: He ſaithh not, unto Sirbs, 44 

ef nam; as if the Promiſes of Grace and Sal- 
vation had been made to the Elect, in their on 
proper Perſons (for that would have been impoſ- 


ſible, ſeeing they had then no perſonal Exiſt- 


ence); bur as of ONE, And ta iy Szzp, which 
z5 CHRIsT +. TO Chrif,. therefore, were the 


- Promiſes of the Father made, in Behalf of all 
His Believing People. And this could only be 


done in that Covenant of ee > which. was le- 
{weep them both. Not. 
43.) Did God intermit His . Mondfull 


ne of Man, when (as obſery'd above), for Rea · 
_ acid to m, it was his en Plea- 
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ſure actually to permit the, Fall: of Alan We 
have a ſaying, in common Life, that Prevention 
is better than Recovery. . / But, in the preſent 
Queſtion, the Proverb fails. Satan neither, tole 
nor forced his way into Paradiſe, He, neither 
eſcap'd the Notice, nar, maſter a the Power, ih 
HIM whoſe Preſence filleth Heaven and Earth. 
Omniſcience cannot be deceiv'd. Omnipreſence 
cannot be eluded. Omnipotence cannot be over- 
powerd. With Regard, therefore, to the firſt 
Entrance of Moral and of Natural Evil, both 
One and the Other would, moſt certainly, have 
been totally precluded, by a Deity poſſeſſed of 
infinite Wiſdom and Power, had not Recovery 
(tho? ve cannot yet diſcern How) been better 
than Prevention. The Keeper of Iſrael, who nets 
ther flumbereth nor fleepeth, was invariably mind- 
full of His People, even when He ſuffer'd, Hy- 
man nature to be ſhip-wreck'd i in Adam. N ay, 
preſently after that myſterious Event, Jx EHOVAH | 
the Sox ſhew'd His Mindfulleſs of His Covenant 
and of Us, by condeſcending to- be, Himſelf, 
the Firſt Preacher of the Everlaſting Goſpel: 
for, He did not diſmiſs our Parents from Para- 
diſe, till He had ſolemnly and graciouſly aſſur d. 

em, that The Seed of the Woman, the Metal, 


born of 4 Virgin-Mother, ſhould, at the ap- 
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Peinred Time, deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 
and reſtore the Objects of Divine Love to more 
then the Glory they had Ioft. | 

0143 God, moreover, reftifys His Ae 
of His fallen People, by His Patiener with em, 
and His Providential Care of em, during theit 
whole Srate of Unregentracy. A late eminent 
Perſon us'd frequently to ſay, that « Eyery 
« faithfull Minifter is immortal till his work is 
done and it may as truly be aſſerted, of 
every Elect Sinner, that He is immortal, 'rill he 
is born again. Tis impoſfible, that any of 
God's People ſhould dye in their Sins: for, whom 
He did predeftinate, them He alſo called; and Chriſt's 
Sheep myft be brought home to Him in Rege- 
tterarion *. Hence, the Apoſtle Jude, writing 
to Believers in general, aſſures them, chat they 
had been \ fant ify'd, or ſet apart, by Cod the Fa- 
ther, and | PRESERVED in Jeſus Chriſt, and cal LED: 
of, as it may be render'd, preſerved FOR 
Jesus Currsr ; Preſerved, by Providence, in 
order to be effeually called and converted by 
Grace : of which we have a ſtriking Inſtance in 
the Jaylor at Philippi, Acts xvi. 275—31. If we 
chuſe” more modern Proof of this important 
3 5 Truth. 
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Truth, ſome very rem arkable Paſſages, in the 


Life of Colonel Gardiner, prior to his Conver- 
fion, may tend to convince us of it, Nay, 
there is, perhaps, hardly a ſingle Believer on 

Earth, who, if he looks back on the Days chat 
are paſt, cannot recollect ſome ſignal and emi- 
nent Deliverances from Peril and Death, which 
he experienc d, in the Courſe of Providence, 
long enough before he was ſavingly rurn'd to God. 
How often, when either Sickneſs has'level'd the 
the Dart; or, when ſudden and unlook'd for 


Danger ſtood, with the lifted Weapon, ready, 
in appearance, to hew us down; has an Hand, 


unſeen, turn'd aſide the ſtroke, and a Voice, 
unheard, pronounc'd us Repriev d from Death! 
So carefull is the Lord of the Haroef, n not to 
reap his People, *till he has ripen'd em! 

5. After God has brought His Children to 
the Saving Knowledge of Himſelf, by the Effec- 
tual Call of His Hoh Spirit; His  Mindfullneſt 
of them appears, farther, 1 in his maintaining the 
Work of Grace he has begun, and carrying them 
on inamiſſibly, and invincibly, till they rective 
the End of their Faith, even the fall and final 
Salvation of their Souls.” Our Faithfulbreſs to ; 


GOD procedes from God's Mindſullneſs of Vs, | 
He 3 it is, who preſerves us ſafe amidſt the Cor- 


I. 


ft 


raption of our own Hearts, the Temptations of 
Satan, and the Afflictions and Allurements of 
the World. Grace in the Soul reſembles a glim- 
mering 7. aper, expoſed to all the Storms that 
blow, yet unextinguiſh'd, and inextinguiſhable. 
Wherefore may it defy the Force of deſcending 
| Rains, and the Fury of conflicting Winds ? . 
_ cauſe i it is fed and guarded by the unſeen Hand 
of Hi who is ever Mindfull of His Covenant, and 
of His Covenant-People. Nor, *till He fails, can 
they. Becauſe I live, ſays He, Ye ſhall live alſa.— 
- Surely, then, we have the higheſt Reaſon to 
breathe, from the Inmoſt of our Hearts, that 
ſelt-abaſing, that Grace-admiring Queſtion, 
What is Man, that Thog art mindfull of him + 4 
To. which we may add, 

IIahy. Or the Son of Man, that Thou VISITEST 
him + ? for, not only His AMindſullneſs, but his 
gracious Viſitations in conſequence of that Mind- 
fullneſs, challenge our deepeſt Wonder and our 
warmeſt Praiſe. | 

In a very particular m manner might God be ſaid 
to viſit us, when Jehovah the Son was manife Ned 
in the F 22 —Will God indeed dwell with men ? 
faid Solomon, at his Dedication of the Temple. E 
Yes, may we reply, on the preſent F. eſtival: 4 
God did indeed dwell with M en, that Men 

might 


5 


might forever dwell with God. The. Arge 
of His Father's Glory, and the expreſs * Image 


of His Perſon ; He, who made and «pholdsall 
Things by the word of his Power, condeſcended; 
> his great Humility, to viſit Earth; that fin« 
fers might be, not tranſitory Viſitants, but ever; 


State above, He ſtill vouchſafes, 8 and 
ſpiritually, to vifit his People below. 


He viſits them in Converſion, as He once W 


terally viſited the Tomb of Lazarus; and, by 
the effectual Ageney of His Spirit, calls to Him- 
felf whom be will +, and quickens thoſe who are 
Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins . For this unſpeik- 
able Bleſſing, Man. is, ſingly and ſolely, in- 
debted to Efficacious Grace. *Tis NOT of Him 


that wiLLETH, nor of him that RUNNETH ,, *tis 


not owing to human Pliableneſs, nar human 


Works, but it is only of God who fheweth Mercy $.. 


| —AFTER ＋ was TURNED, 1 repented, is the lan- 


r guage 

vn Expref Tings Heb, I, Ja] hauld not {cruple to ren- 
der the word xaexalng by exact Counterpart : as Wax (from 
whence the Metaphor ſeems. to be taken) bears the very 
Figure, and is therefore the exact Counterpart, of the Seal 


or Stamp by which it is impreſs'd. | 
+ Mark 3. 12 t Eph. 2: I. | © Row. 9. h | 2 


2 * * 


laſting Inhabitants, of the higheſt Heavens. 
And, tho? He is now enter'd on his glorify'd : 
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guage of God's Book ; and the Experience of 
God's People. We are, rixs r, Turned by Him: 
and, THEN, we repent unto Life. As Chriſt 
was born into the World, for Us; ſo, the vii. 
tation of His Grace gives us to experience, what 
our Church juſtly ſtyles, that New Birth unta 
Righteouſneſs,” which makes us meet to be 
Partakers* of the Inheritance of the ery in 
Light. 

Providential Diſpenſations are alſo to be con- 
ſider'd as Yifits from God, —lIs Aſtiiftion the 
Chriſtian's Lot? 'tis a Viſit from Heaven. Thou 
baſt vifited, thou haſt try d me, ſays David. God 


never uſes the Flail, but when his Corn wants 


7. brefing.. 


9 Our Hearts are faften'd to the W. orld 
| « by ſtrong and various Des: 
* But ev*ry ſorrow cuts a * 
8 aud urges us to riſe + 


 AmiQtions are as Nails, defven* by the Hand 

of Grace, which cracify us to the World, 
— The Huſbandman ploughs his Lands, and the 
Gardiner prunes his Trees, to make em fruitfull. 
The. Jeweller cuts and poliſhes his Diamonds, 


„ d ter, 


. 
to make em ſhine the brighter. The Refine 
flings his Gold into the Furnace, that it may 
come out the purer. And God affii&s His Ped- 
ple, to make em better. To thank God for 
Mercys,” ſaid a pious Divine of the laſt Cen- 
tury, © is the way to increaſe them: to thank 
* him for Miſerys, is the way to remove 
$6 them. Afflictions are then Bleſſings to us, 
ehen we can bleſs God for Afflictions: whoſe | 
« ſingle View, in cauſing us to paſs thro'the Fire, 
« is only, to ſeparate the Sin He hates from the 
Soul He loves.” And, in all His Dealings 
with them, let em remembeg, that, the He 
cauſe Grief, yet will He bave Compaſſion : At the 
worſt of Times, He will either ſuit his Diſpen- 
ſations to their Strength, or accommodate their 
Strength to his Diſpenſations. And when the 


Faith of an affficted Saint is in Exerciſe, his 53 


Graces, as a good Man expreſſes it, © reſemble 
«2 Garden of Roſes, or a Well of Roſe- water; 
* which, the more they are ſtirr'd and agitated 
* by the ſtorm, the. Sweeter | is the Fragrance they 

* exhale.” 
I have already Ss on i, TERS: emt- 
nentiy Providential. May not even common Pre- 
ſervation and Support, from moment to moment, 


be likewiſe number d among the Inſtances of 
God's never cealing e and * 


1 

, 

b 

$ 
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_ 
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7 een By Bim, ſays the Apoſtle, all Thing) 
£onfit. His Hand directs, His Eye conducts, 
and his Will ſuſtains, the whole Univerſe of 


Spirits, Men, and Things. With Regard to 
Ourſelves, in particular, have we not, each, 


abundant Cauſe to admire the unintermitted In- 
uence and Superintendency * of Him who ig our 
Life and the Length of our Days +? Thou haſt 
granted me Life and Favor, and Thy Viſi tation bath 
preſerved my Spirit . 

 San#ification, or the Soul's Recovery of God's 
Spiritual and Moral Image, is a Fruit of the 
fame condeſcending Goodneſs, As Redemption 
from the Guilt of Sin is owing to the paft viſita- 


ion of God the Son; fo, Exemption from the 


Dominion of Sin reſults from the continu d viſita» 


tion of God the Holy Ghoſt . His Tranſ- 


forming 


# ! 


; 2B 56s par can arm all his Creatures 0 finfull Man. 


- The ſeaſt, and the meaneſt of em, even a Fh, is able tq 


1 make an End of us, if God give Commiſſion.” 
: Mr. Pann, on Romans. P. 115. 

+ Deut. 30. 20. A 
$ Is it not equally ſhocking and deplorable, That, to 


believe in the Agency of the Hoy SIR Ir, as a Converter, 
Santi her, and Comforter, ſhould be deem'd, by very many 


2 


reputed Chriſtians, the certain Mark of a aveat, enthu/raſtic 


Wing ? en did not always carry Matters to this 
dreadfull 


2 
3 
- 7 
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forming Influence reſembles the Agency of ſame 


conſummate Painter 3 who does not tcp his w 
Pic- 


dreadfull Exceſs, of palpable n The Departure 
from the Doctrine: of the Reformation was, for a. Time, 
tolerably gradual. The Deviation 0 which began toward 
the latter End of James the iſt's Reign, was ſo gentle and 
progreſſive, that the Church hardly perceiv'd herDeſcent. In | 
the Reign of his San Charles, Archbiſhop Laud quickep d 
her Pace, and, with an high Hand, drove her Kill farther 
from Herſelf. —I do not, however, intend to mark, at pre- 
ſent, the ſeveral V. axings and Wazings of Arminiqai an, It 
our Church and Nation. The Compaſs of the Sobek 5 5 
too extended, and requires more Latitude than a Note wi 


JS I ſhall, therefore, in 2hjs place, only obſerve, 

We ſeem, NOW, to be almoſt got to the Bottom of the 
Hill. We have, well-nigh, entirely quitted Mount S 
for the Valley of Hinnom. We ſeem to be calfing off Al 
Regard even to the Modeſty of Appearances.” No, "lon e 
ſatisfy*d with deferting the Bulwarks, nor with even fleatly 
/apping the Foundations; Multitudes among us are 8 
openly forming the Citadel: as if it were a Point of tettled 
Emulation, Who of us ſhould on one Hand, run Heu 
from the Doctrinal Syſtem of the Church; and, on the other, 
contribute moſt vi igorouſly to it's Demolition. As one me- 
lancholy Proof of This, let' us inſtance in the Poets 
of the Bleſſed Spirit's Inhabitation. * By receiving the 
66 '© Holy Spirit, ſome Divines have told us, « is meant 55 | 
& 75ing more than the Acquiſition, the Caltivation, an 
a the Practice of Moral Virtue,” Is not this, 3 the 
Religion of Chriſt ten Degrees below Heatheni/mP#for even | 


20 2 Heathen has taught᷑ us to UiRinguilh between the? Sacred 


— 
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Pictures at a ſingle Sitting, but gives em the 
gradual Improvements of his Pencil, till he has 

touch'd - 
Influence, which makes Men good; and the Goodneſs, which is 
the Fruit of that Influence. A Piſtinction as obvious, as That 
of Cau/eand Efect. TheFrutr of the Spirit, ſays old-faſhi- 
on'd St. Paul, is Love, Foy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſi, 
Goodmſr, &c, Gal. 5. 22.—“ The Spirit of God, and 
Moral Virtue are the ſame. I ſuppoſe, we ſhall be told 
next, that the Atonement, Propitiation, and Saeriſice of Chriſt, 
are only other words for Repentance. Let. us, with the 
Clue of the modern Explication in our Hand, make Trial 


[ of it's Value; and ſee, whether it will not lead us into a La- 


byrinth | of Nonſenſe and Impiety, inftead of extrica ing us 
from That of ſuppos d Enthuſiaſm. Jeſus was led up of 


Moral Virtue into ihe Wilderneſs, . to be tempted by the Devil. 


Matth. 4. 1. And he ſaw Moral Virtue de eſcending like a 
Dove, and lighting upon Him, Matth. 2. 16. Ged is 4 
Moral Virtue, Jobn 4. 24. They ſpake, as Moral Virtue 
gave them utterance, Acts 2. 4. Then Moral Virtue /aid 10 


Philip, go near, and join thy/elf to this Chariot, Acts 8. 29. 


7. have received the Moral Virtue of Adoption, whereby aue 
ary, Abba ! Father, Moral Virtue itſelf beareth witneſe 
evith pur Vi irtue, that ave are the Children of God; Rom, 
$. 15, 16. God hath revealed them to us by bis Moral 
Virtue; fer Moral Virtue fearcheth all T. hings, even the 
deep Things of God, 1 Cor. 2. 10. Gerd hath ſent farth the 
Moral Virtue of his fon into your Hearts, Gal. 4. 6. The 


Communion of Mcral Virtue be with you all, 2 Cor. 13. 14. 


—Apply'd to thoſe parts of our Charch-Officer, likewiſe, 


N Mention i is made of che Hely Spirit; the Clue will | 


T7; EY 1 
teuch'd Each of his elegant Performances into a 5 
maſter- —_ of W 1 
King * 


be equally ſerviceable to the We of bet rational 

Expoſitors,—If we do, in true Earneſt, wiſh for the Return 

of Moral Virtze ; we ourſelves muſt firſt return to the ce 

trines from whence we are fallen. We muſt believe them 

as well as ſalſcribe them; and preach them, as well as he-. 

lieve them; and practically adorn them, by our own Lives, 

as well as preach them; or Mora? Virtue, which already * 

ſerms rifing on the Wing, will totally take her Flight. " 

I will recompence the Religious Reader, for the Horror | 

which the Interpretation, juſt refuted, muſt have given him; 

by tranſcribing Two Paſſages from the Learned Dr. Stan - 

bepe, Dean of Canterbury. Every Body, who knows any 4 

Thing of this reſpectable writer, knows that He was, in 

the main, extremely remote from the of our Eftabliſh'd 

Doctrines which, Now, go by the Nick-Name of Calvi- 

uiſin: a. Term, by the way, which, like Raw-head an] 

Bleeqyr bones, ſeems merely calculated to frighten the chil= 

dren of Arminius from the Bible and the Church. —In Dr. 

Sraxhorz“ 3 Trahſlation of Biſhop Ax DbREWS's wes. | £ 

this eminent Prelate, and his worthy Tranſlator, thus ex- 

preſs themſelves : . I do alſo believe, that, by the ILLUMI- 

© NATION and POWERFULL OPERATION of the HOLY.. 

GHOST, a PECULIar People has been CALLED, from. 

« all Duarters of the world, to be Init into one Society, United 

© and. Diftinguiſt'd by Belief of the T1 ruth and Holine/i 7 of 

« Life”, Tranſl. P. 20. In the HOLY GHOST, 7 

25 believe a . 1708 on high, by operations, oven RN ary, 
55> wo M. 8 | vs 2 | 


„„ 
King of Macedon, is ſaid to have rejoic'd, not 
ſo much at his having a Son (Alexander) ; as at 
his Son' s having Ariſtotle for a Tutor. A Chriſ- 
tian is nat ſo thankfull to God, fer the Gift of 
an. Immortal Soul; as for the ſtill ſuperior gift 
of the Sacred Spirit, to renew, to comfort, and 


to Sanctify that Soul, and * it's Immortality | 


a Bleſſing. | 

In the Means of Grace, alſo, are the Saints 
wiſited of God. The Ordinances of the Goſpel 
(fuch as public and private Prayer, Attendance 
on the Lord's Fable, Reading the Word, and 
Hearing i it preach'd) are a Kind of Half-way 
Houſe, where God meets and communes with 
his Children on their Road to Heaven. Theſe 
are the Windows and the Lattices t, through 
which the King of Saints difplays Part of his 


Beauty and Glory to the Eye of F aith. When 


our King Edward IV. had an Interview with 


Lewis VIII. of France, on Pequigny Bridge 
the 


„ pai. and _— but yet with krieger undeniable, 
C TRANSPORMING and. RENEWING the Soul to Hal 


- 


nelle Thid, P. bo. 8 WEE 


May my Hearers, my Readers, and myſelf, experience | 
the Reality of theſe bleſſed Truths, word and mores to. ihe 
, D SIE 
1 Cant. 2. ©. 2 
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the Two Monarchs convers'd through a Gratk. 
work of Iron interpos d between them. In a 
manner ſomething ſimilar, do Believers, 6n 
Earth, carry on their Intercourſe with God, 


They ſee à little of His Lovelineſs, and they 
hear a few comfortable Whiſpers of His Voie: 


but ſtill there's a Barrier between, Hence, | 


they believe, they hope, they love, theyvre) vice, 
they obey, imperfectiy: they know but in Part, 

and they are happy but in Part. By and by, 
dhe interpoſing Vail will be entirely done away : ; 


and, from catching à few occaſional Drops of . 


Bleſſedneſs, at the Channel of outward Ordi- 
nances below; they ſhall derive, for-ever, the 


' Fullneſs of uninterrupted wy, from the Foun- 


* tain-head. above. Sweet, indeed, and ineſti. 

mably precious, are the minuteſt, the moſt glim- 
mering, and moſt tranſient Views of Intereſt in 
the Father's Electing Grace, and in the unſearch- 
able Merits of Chriſt. For the Holy Spirit to 
"viſit t us with the Light of his Countenance, and 
to bleſs us with the Knowledge of Salvation, 
by bearing Wi tneſs with our Spirits that we are 


the, Children of God ; is, at once, the certain : 


by 


LY S14% * 


Earneſt, and the richeſt Foretaſte, 'of that con- 


fummate Bliſs, prepared, for the Veſſels of Merey, 
Zh the Foundation of the World, But it may” 


[ 94 ] 

be that you wall in Darkneſs ;. that your Views, 
or even Hopes, of Intereſt in Chriſt: are few in 
| number, and of ſhort continuance : fo that you 
experience very little of the Holy Spirit's Viſi- 
tation in a way of Foy and Comfort. This was | 
often the Caſe with David himſelf, the Pen- 
man of this ſweet Pſalm : Even from my youzh 
up, ſays he elſewhere, thy Terrors have I ſuffer d 
with a troubled Mind, But let me aſk, Did yau 
ever, at am Time, or under any Ordinance, fo 
| much as once, experience Fellowſhip with God, 
or a Moment's Peace and Toy in believing ? If 
you have, be thankfull for it. *Twas 4 Token 
for Good. Twas a Viſit from above. God is 
thine, eyen tho* (which, however, 1s unlikely) 
you ſhould walk in Darkneſs to your dying 
Day. He does not tantalize His People: but, 
having given Thee a Taſte of his Love, He 
will, in his own Way, and at his own Time, 
ſatisfy thee with the Fullneſs of Joy. When 
we part with an earthly Friend, one of the moſt 
" embittering Conſiderations is, that We may, 
perhaps, ſee his Face no more | below ; enjoy 
"no more of his company, and receive no more 
1 his viſies. But, when we 7 Spirit with- 


BE 24, an 
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_ draws the Comforts of his Preſence, and is 45 


One that hides himſelf, or as One that 1s gone. 


into a far Country; we may be certain of his 


Return. His Conſolations may ſtay long; but 


. they'll come back at laſt. You may depend an 


a freſh Viſit, jn due ſeaſon. They, who have 


felt his gracious Influence once, ſhall feel ir 
again, —There is true Ground of Joy, in re- 
flecting even on paſt Experiences (ſee Pſalm 42. 


6.). Communion with God leaves a Calm and 


a Sweetneſs upon the Soul, which are remem- 


. 
_ 


ber'd after many Days: as a Vaſe of rich Per- 
fume, or of odoriferous Unguent, ſcents the 
Air with F ragrance, even after the Veſſel, that 
contain'd it, is ſtop'd up and put by. | 
Once more. God may be ſaid to viſit his Peo- 


; ple, when He calls them away from Earth to Hea- 


ven. To Them, who are in a State of Grace, 
Death is no other than a friendly Viſit from the. 
God of Love. As a Perſon” (to uſe the 
Compariſon of an excellent Writer) „ that 
takes a Walk in .his Garden, if he fpy a 
4 beauteous, full-blown F lower, gathers it, and 


6 gives it a Place 1 in his Boſom; ſo the Lord 


* takes, as it were, his Walks, in his Gardens, 
e the Churches and gathers his Lilys, Souls 
2 ful ripe for Glory, and with Delight takes 

Lem 
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6 "_ When his Linibs quiver,=When the 
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em to imſelf. Not ſatisfy'd with only de- 
puting his Angels to eſcort Believers to the Sky, 
He comes HiuskTr, in the Manifeſtations of 
Eis Preſence, and, as it were, takes 'em by 
the Hand, and leads em fafe to Zion His Holy 
Mountain What! is this World, but a Sort 
of Academy, wherein God's Children are plac'd 
for Education? And, when their Education 


is fitiſh'd, when they have taken their Degree 


in Holineſs, and are properly qualify'd for Hea- 
ven; the Father of Mercy orders out the Cha- 
riot of Death, to convey his children home. 
From that Hour,” He no longer viſits Them, 


but they vifit Him; and are with Him, forever 
ng ever. 

S, what a Burſt of Jay, what a Scene of 22 
opens to the raviſh'd view, and beams on the 
triumphant Soul, of a Saint, in the Moment of 
Departure! The Death-bed of a Chriſtian Is 
the © Anti-Chamber of Heaven, and the very 
Suburbs of the New Feruſalem. 

When the Silver Cords of Life loofen apace; 
when the laſt Pins of the earthly Tabernacle 
are taking out; When the Lips of the expiring 
Saint turn pale, and the Bluſh forſakes his 
Cheek, and what little Breath he draws returns 


Pull 


\ 


\ 


t 
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Pulſe forgets to beat, —When the Crimſon Cur- 
rent in his Veins begins to Stagnate, and the ho- 
vering Soul is juſt on the Wing for Glary— - 


faſt as the world _darkens upon his Sight, faſt 


ag the ro Ine, abe mortal Part (2 Cor. 5. 40 of 
his Compoſition, ſubſides and falls off from the 
diſ-impriſon'd Spirit; he brightens into the per- 


fect Image of God, and kindles into more 


. than an Angel of Light. Jznovan vifts 
him with Smiles of Everlaſting Love; Jz-. 
sus beckons him to the Regions of Eternal Day: 
the Bleſſed Spinrr of God watts him, witk a 
gentle Gale, over the Stream of Death. The 
Angelic Potentates deem it an Honor to uſher 
the ranſom'd Soul, and convoy the Precious 
F reight. Diſ-embody'd Saints, who were landed 
long before, throng the bliſsfull Coaſt, to con- 
gratulate the new- born Seraph an his ſafe Ar- 
rival.— When Virgil enter'd the Roman Thea- 
tre, the whole Auditory teſtify'd their Reſpect, | 


by riſing from their ſeats, When a Believer, 


Lands in Glory, the whole Church 1 ciumphanr, 
may be ſuppos'd to welcome the new- admitted 


Peer, He makes a public Entry into the celel. 


dal City, the Jeruſalem which is above. As] 57 
is in Heaven, when a Sinner repents; ſo Joy. is, | 


in Heaven, when a Saint is taken home. 
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[8] 
God will, indeed, pay His People an viſit 


| more, and but one. I mean, in the Morning of 


the Reſurrection, when He ſhall re-build their 
Bodys, into Temples of Perfectiof, Immortality 
and Glory. The Souls of the Regenerate, from 
the Inſtant they take their Flight; are admitted 
to the Sight and Fruition of His glorious God- 
head: and their Boch lye down in the Grave, 
as a Prince retires to his Ward robe, or as a 
Bride withdraws to her Cloſet, to come forth, 
with additional Beauty and Luſtre, by and by. 

Like a tender, watchfull Parent, God is Mindfull 
of His Elect, while they are faſt aſleep: and, at 
the deſtin'd ſeaſon, he will bring them from the 
Eaft, and gather them from the weſt ; he will ſay, 


to the North, Give up; and to the South, Keep not 


back; bring my Sons from far, and my Daughters 


from the Ends of the Earth. lai. 43. 5. Their 


Duſt ſhall praiſe Him. A! their Bones ſhall ſay, 
Lord, who is like unto Thee? when That which 


Was ſown in Corruption, Weakneſs, and Diſho- 


nor, is ; rais'd in Incorruption, Power, and Glory. 
He, who rais'd up Jeſus from the Dead, will al 
quicken your” mortal Bochs, by His Spirit that 
dwelleth in you, Rom. 8. 11. That ſame Divine 
Spirit, the T hird Perſon | in the Godhead, who, 

Cres hg 


1 


11 


on Earth, quickens and raiſes the Souls of the 
Elect from a Death in Sin to the Life of Righ- 


teouſneſs; will be immediately concern'd in re- 


quickening their Bodys, the Temples in which 


He dwells, and to which He is incomprehenſi - 


bly united even while they lye mouldering in 


the Grave. In His Book are all their members 


written. Every Eſſential Atom of their Duſt 


ſtands. regiſter'd in the- volume of Omniſcience. 


Every Atom is number d. Every Atom is pre-. 


cious in His ſight. Nor ſhall a ſingle Atom be 
loft. - Whatever changes their Bodys may un- 


dergo, by a Reſolution into their firſt principles, 5 


or even by Incorporation with other Beings; the 
conſtituent Particles, requiſite to Identity, ſhall, 
when the Trumpet ſounds, be collected from 
every Quarter of the Globe, whither they have 


been ſcatter'd or, more juſtly ſpeaking, trea-, | 
ſur d up: for the World is but a vaſt Store- | 
houſe, wherein the Duſt of the Saints is repoꝰ 


ſited. What tho , for a few Days, and Yu 
we lend our Bodys to the Tombs. :-.. 
Join the dull Maſs, increaſe the trodden fall, 
Aud Heep 'till Earth herſelf ſhall be no more; * 


the Grave is but a Steward, entruſted with our: 
. Alhes, and. reſponkible for che Charge. Sy - 
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[ww] 
will the ſeveral Elements reſign their Depoſit, 
and give back the Loan; the hallow'd.Duſt of 
God's Elect: O Death! no longer thine. While 
their Souls are happy in the Converſe of Chriſt 


and Angels, their Bodys lye refining in the 


Tomb, till the latter have ſlept away their Droſs, 
that Both may be glorify'd W ſhall 
only obſerve further, 

1. That God is mindfull of His Saints, and vi- 


* fits them in all theſe Reſpects, not for any Me- 
rit of theirs, but freely, and for bis own name's 


ſake. He firſt gives them Grace, and then 


Glory. He makes them Saints, and Crowns them 
Angels. Me love Perſons and Things”, ſays 


the excellent Dr. Arrowſmith, © becauſe they 
«are lovely: but God loves his People firſt, 
« and makes them lovely afterwards; Our 


. Cauſe of Love is in the objects loved; but 


« the Cauſe of God's Love is entirely in Him- 


« ſelf. We were predeftinated after the | Counſel 8 


« of His own Will. Eph. 1. 11. not after the 
prior good Inclinations of our's. And, in- 


deed, the Text plainly teaches this moſt impor- 


tant Truth : for, -if the Righteous were before- 
hand with God, i. e. if there were any Goodneſs 


4 ne —— 
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in n the Human WR of which God Himfelf was 


. 


© hor'tlie abſolute Auth and Efcient; A þ 
mut have aſd a very abſurd and a very Billet oo 


i £2 Queſtion, in faying, WHAT 15" Mal, that - 
- Trov art mindfull of, him? or wh aa, 
het Trov. vifiteft him? * ' 4© 


: 


If Jebovab in all His Perſuns, ir Fakes. 


a hy and Spirit are thus mindful! of Men; O let _ 8 : 


WW: Men, in return, be mindfull of God ! mindful 
vis of His Truths, mindfull of His Ordinances, mind- 
FF. - full of His Love, mindfull of His Word, mind- 
tull of His Providence, mindfull of His Com- 
1 mandments I wiſh every one of You, what I 
= wiſh for myſelf; a clear Head, a warm Haar wo 
\ Is and an Holy Life: a Mind enligbten d into a E 75 5 by 1 
1 dicious Knowledge and Perception of the G 
1 pel-Dodtrines, in all their Purity, a | 
4 and Extent ; an Heart wwarm'd with the vital 
| 5 Ez of Grace, with the Love of: Chriſt, 
0 7 3 | 1 che actions of His Spirit; from whence 
8 .£ vil infallibly procede, a Life practically devoted | 
þ do God, and a Convenſation adorn'd with everx 
6 $ Chriſtian and Moral Virtue.—To this End, let 
we Pfalmiſt's Prayer be your's. Be mindfull of |. 4p, 
MI, O Lord, with|the Faver, that thou beareft unto 4 


thy People; O viſit N th my Soak : 
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and rejoice with the Gladneſs of 
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